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i EAnother: argument:‘-.}apan ma.kes m-'f
~favoutr of whaling is'that it is for scien-.
- tific vesedreh Simply, if research de-
: . stroys a species it should not be carried -
- culture is true in that it existed in this> “out; ard ifresearch is necessary to im-.
_small-scale, community-based coastal prove the ‘ecological wellbeing of
whaling similar'to the hunts of indigen- = ‘species ‘every effort miust:be made
oiis groups such as the Makah and Inuit, - - minimise the inipact of the research.’
biit this is, in my opinion, c!earlysepar This is the: fundarmental consider--
( j tion” in: dny research If the: régearch’
was genumely concerned with ‘conser-
he humpback it would niot be'.
abandoned® for ‘a: better bilateral ‘ré-
ationship; or the hiint would not éven.
have been considéred'in the fitst place. .
Humans are in'no posmon to “eull? wild -
' species; except’ in casesin: which our’ |
“'past mistakes have skewed: the natural
"balance and thus'need to be orrected

continue for a range ofpurposes 1nclud
ing sales t6 aquariums.
The claim by the: Japanese Govern

: : Y,

- Japanese island of Honshu-- rmtt:ed to the maintenance of cultural
a smali fishmg vﬂlage'-i"_ tradition; the priority would be on the
" sustainable  [ivélitood practices o

o codstal community fisheries, which miay
| from the late 16005 to the eariy 1900s.. inclide a very limited number of whal
| Today, ‘more than’ 100 years since'the - hunts! It is human arrogance to assume .
: 'whahng ended. there, the island is scat=:: harvest ‘of any natural resource: as'a:

ucts” by:‘the Ministry of the Health;
S LahourandWeifa:e andtheJapan Co__

1 rodiiced: as part ‘of General:
; _MacArthurs reg:me to increase thé pro+:
| tein intake of the starving miation after - . log g
| World War 1. Oldér generations there: scale ‘sélected - Ioggmg by speczahsed; '
fore associate whale with'postiwar food ' tiriber ' workers ‘sustained’by their. -
‘| shortages: The meat:was also used for . knowledge, ethics and ‘spirituality;
| schooal lunches, a'practice remtroduced"_ “wood: culture™ exists in the latter; the * be compensal:e_d for
in Tecent years in soine prefectures. . 'small:scaleloggers whe, with their 1b1e, and we mu
 But! small-scale ‘coastal ‘whaling lcnowledge can makeaposmve conirii
' _largely diminished due to the transmon_-‘- bution to today’s environmental think-- i
|'to large-scale ‘industrial whaling and" ing: Thiswould be the case with small
| the' 1986 moratorium and ‘subsequent ~ scalé whalers and- hunters: They’ have
' ban on minke hunts for the coastal com- valuable knowiedge that can‘inform us .’
mumt:es Smail scale huntsfor oIphms ; i i

fié Universit of'ﬂue




