


FALL 2018PRIVATE 


GEOGRAPHY 201


WEATHER AND CLIMATE

Instructor:     

Dr. Brent R. Skeeter

Office:         

Henson Science Hall 157-D 

Office Phone:   
410-543-6458

E-mail Address: 
brskeeter@salisbury.edu
Office Hours:   
MWF 11:00-12:30; TR 12:30-1:00; also, my door is “always” open –



never hesitate to come see me.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course provides an introduction to the basic processes responsible for the earth's weather and climate.  The spatial distribution of the major climatic elements will be examined.  Emphasis is placed on the processes responsible for regional variations in weather and climate.  The topic of climatic change is also examined.

Geography 201 is a four-credit course consisting of three hours of lecture and one two-hour lab each week.  This class is a Geography and Earth Science Core Requirement and can also be used to satisfy either Group IV-A or Group IV-B General Education requirements. Geography and Earth Science majors must earn at least a grade of 'C' to satisfy the Geography and Earth Science Core Requirements. 

OPTIONAL TEXT:

Aguado, E. and J.E. Burt (2015). Understanding Weather and Climate, 7th edition, Pearson, 2015, 570 pp.

The text is accompanied by online tutorials.  The tutorials use diagrams and animations to help make some of the more difficult topics easier to visualize.  
OPTIONAL PACKET OF FIGURES:

I strongly encourage you to purchase the packet of figures available at the university bookstore (the cost is minimal).

REQUIRED LAB MANUAL:

Skeeter, B.R.: Investigating Weather and Climate, illus. by S. Weisner, updated in 2017.
You will need to purchase the lab manual from the university bookstore right away because we will have lab during the first week of classes.
GRADE EVALUATION:

There will be four exams including the final.  Each exam will be worth 20% of your final grade.  A combination of lab exercises (10%) and lab quizzes (10%) will make up the remaining 20% of your final grade (see lab information below). 

Your course letter grade will be based upon the following scale:

A: 90.0-100%

B: 80.0-89.9%

C: 65.0-79.9%

D: 55.0-64.9%

F:    < 55.0%

EXAMS:

The four exams will consist of a variety of types of questions (essays, short answer, multiple choice, true/false, problems).  All four exams will be weighted equally in determining your final course grade.  The second and third exams will cover only the material covered in class since the previous exam.  However, there will be a comprehensive section on the final exam.  The final exam will be held Friday, December 14th at 8:00 a.m.  The dates of the other exams will be announced at least one week in advance. All exams (except the final) will be returned, discussed and re-collected at the start of the next class period. 
MAKE-UP EXAMS:

Make-up exams will only be arranged for students who can convince me that their absence from the regularly scheduled test period was justified.  Students who know in advance that they will miss an exam must give me notification at least one class period prior to the scheduled test period.  Also, because exams will be returned and discussed during the subsequent class period, make-ups should be taken prior to the next class meeting if possible.

LAB: 

During most of the lab periods you will be required to complete an assigned exercise from the lab manual.  These exercises are to be turned in when completed and will be returned to you after being “spot checked” for completeness and correctness. On every second or third lab period there will be a brief lab quiz at the start of the lab period covering the material from the previous two or three lab exercises. Unless otherwise informed, all assigned lab exercises must be done in their entirety during the lab period.  That is, they cannot be completed outside of the lab.  In addition, copies of previously completed labs from past semesters are strictly prohibited.  Missed labs or lab quizzes cannot be made up except under exceptional circumstances.
WEATHER FORECASTING CONTEST:

All students in this class are strongly encouraged to enter the department's weather forecasting contest.  The web address for accessing the contest is: http://Acadweb2.salisbury.edu:8080/JL_SUForecast

You will receive more information concerning the contest in class (including information on opportunities for earning extra credit points toward your grade).  
TUTORING:
The department provides a free tutoring service for students who wish to make use of it.  You will be given more information regarding the tutoring service in class.

WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM:

All writing assignments are in support of SU’s Writing across the Curriculum Program.

CLASSROOM DEMEANOR:

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and to be courteous to their fellow students. Students should not speak among themselves while the instructor is speaking.  In addition, cell phones must be turned off and kept out of reach.
TOPIC                                     


READING ASSIGNMENT*

I
Introduction                         


Ch.  1

II   
Solar and Terrestrial Radiation      
Ch.  2

                                          



Ch.  3 pp. 56-69
III  
Temperature                          

Ch.  3 pp. 69-85
IV   
Air Pressure and Wind                

Ch.  4  

V    
Global Atmospheric Circulation       
Ch.  8
VI   
Air Masses                           


Ch.  9

VII  
Moisture and Precipitation Processes 
Ch.  5
                                          



Ch.  6
                                          



Ch.  7    

VIII 
Anticyclones and Cyclones            

Ch. 10

IX   
Severe Storms Climatology            

Ch. 11  

                                          



Ch. 12       

X    
Global Climates                      

Ch. 15

XI   
Extremes of Weather and Climate      
Appendix D
XII  
Small Scale Climates                 

Ch. 14 pp. 437-441  

XIII 
Climatic Change



Ch. 16

* All reading assignments are from Aguado and Burt.  If specific pages are not listed, the entire chapter should be read.


