FALL 2018
GEOGRAPHY 414

RESEARCH AND WRITING

Instructor:

Dr. Brent R. Skeeter

Office:


Henson Science Hall 157-D
Office Phone:

410-543-6458
E-mail Address:
brskeeter@salisbury.edu
Office Hours:

MWF 11:00-12:30 & TR 12:30-1:00; also, my door is “always”



open – never hesitate to come see me.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course focuses on research methods in geography, including the formulation of problems, the establishment of hypotheses, the development of structures for testing hypotheses, and practice with written and oral presentation.  This course is a core requirement for geography, earth science, and urban and regional planning majors and, as such, must be passed with a grade of ‘C’ or better to satisfy departmental requirements for graduation.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Haring, L.; J. Lounsbury and J. Frazier (1992). Introduction to Scientific Geographic Research (4th ed.), Wm. C. Brown Publishers, Dubuque.

Numerous additional readings will be assigned throughout the semester.

You should also have access to your GEOG 204 text and/or a basic statistics text.

GRADE EVALUATION:

Your performance in this course will be assessed in terms of:

1) Final term project (30%) – This will consist of a written (25%) and oral (5%) presentation of a single research proposal focusing on a problem of your choice (subject to the instructor’s approval).  Although the oral portion of the presentation will “only” account for 5% of the final course grade, no one will be eligible to pass this course without making the presentation.  The oral presentations will take place during the final two weeks of the semester.  Two hard copies of the written proposal are due by Friday, December 14th at the end of the day.  Electronic copies are not acceptable.
2) Class preparation and participation (25%) – Every student will be expected to participate regularly in class discussions and to come to class fully prepared.  Such preparation will typically involve the completion of all reading and writing assignments prior to class.

It follows from the above that regular attendance will be required.  Attendance will be taken each day and missed classes will count against your grade.  In addition, regular attendance without participation will count against your grade.

3) Assignments (25%) – There will be a number of written and/or oral assignments throughout the semester.  These assignments will often be the basis for class discussion and, as such, will also influence the ‘preparation and participation’ portion of the grade.

4) Final exam (20%) – A final comprehensive exam will be held late in the semester, prior to the first date for the proposal presentations.  This will be approximately two weeks prior to the end of the semester but the exact date will not be determined until after the presentation dates are scheduled.
Your final course letter grade will be based upon the following scale:

A: 90.0-100%

B: 80.0-89.9%

C: 70.0-79.9%

D: 60.0-69.9%

F:  <60.0%

COURSE OUTLINE:

The course will roughly follow the order of topics within the text.  However, multiple adjustments/additions will be made as deemed necessary.

CLASSROOM DEMEANOR:

Students are expected to arrive to class on time and to be courteous of their fellow students.  Students should not speak among themselves while the instructor is speaking.  Also, any cell phones present must be turned off.
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM:

All writing assignments, both formal and informal, are in support of Salisbury University’s Writing across the Curriculum Program.

