
Example Illustrating Polya’s Problem Solving Process 

 
Mary and Bill have the responsibility of mowing their school’s soccer field.  Mary 

can mow it in 4 hours and Bill can mow it in 6 hours.  How long will it take them if 

they work together? 

 

Understanding the Problem   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devising a Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrying Out the Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back 

 

 

 


