
On April 4-5, James Madi-

son University and Eastern 

Mennonite University will 

host the Spring 2008 MD-

DC-VA Section Meeting of 

the MAA.  

On Friday evening at East-

ern Mennonite University 

Carolyn Yackel of Mercer 

University will be giving a 

workshop entitled Math 

Meets Reality-Realizing 

Some Mathematical Ideas 

in Knitting. Elizabeth 

Theta Brown of James 

Madison University will 

give the Mid-Banquet 

slideshow and Art Benja-

min of Harvey Mudd Col-

lege will be delivering the 

banquet address Mathe-

magics!  

On Saturday, at James 

Madison University, Art 

Benjamin will be talking 

on Combinatorial Trigo-

nometry (and a method to 

DIE for). That afternoon 

Susan Goldstine from St. 

Mary's College of Mary-

land will be 

giving a talk 

entitled The 

Geometries 

of Escher. 

Also, Judy 

T o w n s e n d 

will be exhibiting her work 

entitled Organic Geometry.  

The meeting will also fea-

ture the annual Under-

graduate Student Confer-

ence with student paper 

and poster sessions. Stu-

dents may also sign up for 

Jeopardy, hosted by our 

own Bud Brown. 
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I always look forward to the 

spring section meeting, especially 

when we get to visit such wonder-

ful places as Virginiaôs Shenadoah 

Valley where Eastern Mennonite 

University and James Madison 

University will be our hosts. As 

you will see elsewhere in this 

newsletter, our program chairs, 

Laura Taalman and David Shoen-

thal, have put together a spectacu-

lar program. The spring meeting is 

also a time when we celebrate our 

people with a special focus on un-

dergraduate students and the 

awarding of the John Smith 

Award for Distinguished Teach-

ing. Come! 

  

As you know, the MAA is a vi-

brant organizationðthere is al-

ways something to pique our in-

terest. Let me call your attention 

to just a few. 

The MAA Graduate Student 

Newsletter. Especially for current 

and aspiring graduate students, 

this new newsletter is full of use-

ful information. You can find it 

under the Student link on MAA 

Online. Check it out and tell your 

students. 

Mathfest 2008. Mathfest re-

turns to Madison, Wisconsin this 

summer from July 31 to August 2. 

You can find details on MAA 

Online. Did you know that travel 

grants are available (up to $600) 

for students who present posters 

or papers? 

Professional Development. Con-

sider attending one of this yearôs 

PREP workshops. Information 

and online registration can be 

found on MAA Online. Note that 

four of the workshops are being 

held close to home at the Carriage 

House Conference Center, and 

another two are totally online. 

 

 Finally, I want to again thank our 

hosts, organizers, and speakers 

who made the Fall meeting at 

Anne Arundel Community Col-

lege such a great success. 

Chairôs Report ð Jon Scott 

Math In the Media é Part One 

Mathematics often appears in the 

mainstream media. Included in 

these segments are a small sample 

that caught the eye of your news-

letter editor. 

 

I Call it ñA Percentageò 

 

In the December 24, 2007 issue of 

Newsweek, columnist Anna Quin-

dlen wrote about the process allot-

ting delegates in the Iowa cau-

cuses.  

 

She writes: ñThe official season 

kicks off with a rite so arcane that 

even many of those participating 

donôt understand it. The Iowa cau-

cuses are like evening coffee 

klatsches with a serving of trigo-

nometry. Those who show up é 

huddle in various corners of the 

room depending on whom theyôre 

supporting. Then the folks in each 

ñpreference groupò are counted 

and the math begins: multiplying 

that number by the number of 

delegates allotted to a precinct, 

then dividing by the number 

attending the caucus. Or at least 

I think thatôs right. Even veterans 

admit confusion, and tutorials are 

routinely offered. Keep that in 

mind when you hear the decep-

tively straightforward news that a 

candidate won in Iowa.ò (all em-

phasis mine)  

 

For your students: define 

ñklatsches.ò 

 

Do We At Least Get 

Partial Credit?  

 

On the March 15, 2008 edition of 

the NPR talk show Car Talk, the 

hosts were talking with a caller 

about mold growing in her car. 

They warned her to take care of 

the problem immediately, for 

mold grows quickly. A paraphrase 

of their comments: ñMold grows 

geometrically ð you know, like 

1, 2, 4, 8 and so on.ò 

 

For your students: What word 

should they have used? 

 

For your advanced students: What 

might have they been thinking that 

caused them to use this word? 



with some ñMathemagics!ò at our 

banquet on Friday, and will tell us 

about Combinatorial Trigonome-

try (and a Method to DIE for) on 

Saturday. On Saturday afternoon, 

Susan Goldstine of our own St. 

Maryôs College of Maryland, an-

other artistic mathematician, will 

tell us about ñThe Geometries of 

Escherò ï in honor of which your 

Governor will be wearing an 

Escher tie.  

 

 Judy Townsend of Advance 

Mills, VA will be showing some 

of her work in an exhibit entitled 

ñOrganic Geometryò. Some of 

you may remember her show at 

our Spring 2005 meeting at the 

University of Virginia. 

 

 The Undergraduate Conference 

will feature student talks, poster 

sessions, and a session of ñMath 

Jeopardyò. We will also announce 

the recipient of our sectionôs John 

Smith Award for Outstanding 

College or University Teaching. 

So ï please come, and by all 

means think about contributing a 

paper. Bring a colleague. Bring 

students. Bring lots of students. 

This is going to be One Fun Meet-

ing! 

 

 The time has come to make plans 

for MathFest 2008 in Madison 

WI, July 31-August 2, 2008.  The 

student program for MathFest is 

extensive: go to the Meetings 

website 

http://www.maa.org/subpage_4.html 
and fol low the l inks to 

ñMathFestò, then to ñStudent Pro-

gramò. One of the main events 

will be the MAA Lecture for Stu-

dents, an hour address by our own 

Laura Taalman, who will tell the 

students about ñSudoku: Ques-

tions, Variations, and Research.ò 

Finally, check out the two MAA 

Undergraduate Student Activities 

Sessions, one on ñMathematics in 

Forensicsò by Dan Russell of the 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Inves-

tigation and the other entitled 

ñWhat is the color of my hat?ò by 

your Governor. If you have taken 

students in the past, great ïkeep 

ôem coming! If not, why not con-

sider doing so this time?  

 

  

 Finally, as I mentioned last fall, 

the MAA Department of Pro-

grams and Services has become 

more and more central to the work 

of the Association. The Depart-

ment is doing a great deal of won-

derful work with grant support, 

helping our members and the 

mathematical community in ad-

dressing issues in education and 

supporting student mathematical 

activities. Please visit the MAA 

webpage (www.maa.org) and 

check out the menu under 

ñPrograms.ò Also check out the 

menu under committees. Pick one 

you like ï there are over a hun-

dred ï and think about joining one 

of them. (Send me an email if 

youôre interested. These could be 

excellent opportunities for a mem-

ber of our section, and you never 

can tell where they lead.  

 

 See you on April 4! 

The Joint Meetings in San Diego 

were very enjoyable ï even the 

all-day Board of Governorsô meet-

ing. The MAAôs programs con-

tinue to grow and develop, includ-

ing many new book offerings, 

PREP workshops, and a whole 

host of events at the Carriage 

House at MAA Headquarters, 

which is in our section, so do drop 

in! Project NExT is now 15 years 

old, and the number of current and 

former Project NExT Fellows has 

now passed the 1000 mark. Fi-

nally, the MAAôs new First Vice-

President-Elect is our own Betty 

Mayfield of Hood College! 

 

 As usual, in a few weeks we have 

quite a meeting for you! On April 

4-5, 2008, Eastern Mennonite 

University and James Madison 

University will jointly host the 

Spring 2008 MD-DC-VA Sec-

tional Meeting of the MAA in 

Harrisonburg VA. At the same 

time, we will hold our annual 

Spring Undergraduate Confer-

ence. All Friday events will be at 

EMU, and all Saturday events will 

be at JMU. As usual, our Program 

Chair Laura Taalman has arranged 

for an exceptional line-up of fea-

tured speakers. Our theme this 

year is ñMathematics and the 

Artsò.  We begin Friday afternoon 

with Carolyn Yackel of Mercer 

University, an artistic mathemati-

cian, holding a workshop entitled 

ñMath Meets Reality-Realizing 

Some Mathematical Ideas in Knit-

ting.ò The always-entertaining 

MAA  Polya Lecturer Art Benja-

min of Harvey Mudd College (one 

of the fine Arts) will regale us 

Governorôs Report ð Bud Brown 
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