Psychology 304
Dr. George Whitehead

Spring 2013
Course Objectives:
This course will focus on hypothesis formation, the testing of hypotheses, different types of experimental designs and problems in psychological research.  Toward this end, we will conduct two experiments; one with human participants and the second with archival data. You will write a report of each of these using APA style.
In analyzing data, descriptive and inferential statistics are generally helpful.  We will review some statistics and where appropriate we will use IBM SPSS Statistics 20.0.
Required Reading:

Graziano, A. M. & Raulin, M. L. (2013). Research Methods: A process of inquiry 8th ed.). Pearson Education, Inc: Boston, MA.

Other articles on the syllabus will be on reserve in the library.  
 Grading Criteria:  
There are three examinations planned for this course.  The last examination will be the final exam.  My typical exams incorporate both essay and multiple choice questions.  There will be two research reports. With regard to the second research project, there are two components you will be graded on prior to submitting the final report. These are explained more fully below.
Your final grade in the course will be the average of the grades on your exams and papers.  They will be weighted as follows:

Exam 1




20%

Exam 2




20%

Exam 3




20%

Report of Experiment 1

15%

Data for Experiment 2


  5%

Draft of Introduction                 
  5%

Final Report of Experiment 2

15%
Experiment 1:

Our first experiment will be on crowding modes.  For background knowledge for this experiment you will read the following article:
Montano, D. & Adamopoulos, J. (1984).  The perception of crowding in interpersonal situations:  Affective and behavioral responses.  Environment and Behavior, 16, 643-666.

The data will be due on February 4, 2013.  The written report will be due on February 18, 2013.
Experiment 2:

Our second experiment will focus on the status/attractiveness exchange hypothesis.  For background knowledge for this experiment you will read the following articles and book chapters.

Buss, D. (2012). Evolutionary Psychology: The new science of the mind. (4th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon. Chapters 4 and 5
Koestner, R. & Wheeler, L. (1988). Self-presentation in personal advertisements: The influence of implicit notions of attraction and role expectations. Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 5, 149-160.
White, G. L. (1980). Physical attractiveness and courtship progress. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 39, 660-668.

Your topic for the second experiment will be due on March 6, 2013. The data will be due on April 12, 2013.  A draft of the introduction will be due on April 3, 2013.  You will work on this in groups of about four. During the last week of classes, the group will make a class presentation. The final paper will be due on Wednesday, May 8, 2013.  Remember your final paper should represent your own work and not be a cut and paste of the group presentation.  
Writing Across the Curriculum:

The instructor supports Writing Across the Curriculum through the two research projects.

At the University Writing Center (directly above the Fireside Lounge in the Guerrieri University Center), trained consultants are ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and Writing Center consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in to their instructors or to release documents to the public. In addition to the important writing instruction that occurs in the classroom and during professors’ office hours, the Center offers another site for learning about writing. All students are encouraged to make use of this important service. For more information about the Writing Center’s hours and policies, visit the Writing Center or its website at www.salisbury.edu/uwc.
Reports of Experiment 1 and 2:
Although you are working on each of these experiments with another or others, you are writing individual reports not group reports.
Attendance:
Attendance is not mandatory.  However, you are responsible for all the information covered in class when it comes time for exams.  There will be no make-up exams. All papers must be turned in on time.

Office and Office Hours:

My office is HH 325.  My office hours are MWF 11:00a.m – 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., or by appointment.

Schedule Adjustment:

Students are responsible for all adjustments to their schedule.  All changes such as drop and add must be made through the Office of the Registrar.  Failure to drop a course officially or to withdraw from school officially will result in the issuance of the grade of “F” for all courses involved.  Remember, simply stopping your attendance of a class IS NOT an official drop or withdrawal.
I.  Introduction and Discussion of Experiment 1 (Weeks 1 and 2)

· Graziano and Raulin, Chapters 1, 2, and Appendix B.
· Whitehead, G. I. and Smith, S. H. (1998).  Teaching critical thinking in social psychology courses:  The example of the self-serving attributional bias. Contemporary Social Psychology, 18, 80-83.
· Montano, D. & Adamopoulos, J. (1984).  The perception of crowding in interpersonal situations:  Affective and behavioral responses.  Environment and Behavior, 16, 643-666.

· Data for Experiment 1 is due on February 4, 2013.
II. The Starting Point:  Asking Questions (Week 3)

· Graziano and Raulin, Chapter 3.
· Bring to class on February 11 a copy of forms for Committee on Human Research. You can find these on the SU website under Graduate Studies and Research.
· Middlemist, R. D., Knowles, E. S., and Matter, C. F. (1976).  Personal space invasions in the lavatory: Suggestive evidence for arousal. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 33, 541-546.
III. Data and the Nature of Measurement (Week 4)

· Graziano and Raulin, Chapter 4.
· Written Report is due on February 18, 2012.
IV. Statistical Analysis of Data (Week 5)

· Graziano and Raulin, Chapter 5
· We will not have class on February 25 and March 1 because I need to attend two conferences. On February 25 please study for your exam. On March 1 please do the readings for the second experiment.
 



Test 1:   February 27, 2013
V. Field Research: Naturalistic and Case-study Research (Week 6)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 6
· Topic for Experiment 2 is due on March 6, 2013
VI. Correlational and Differential Methods of Research (Week 7)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 7
·  Eagly, A. H., Diekman, A. B., Johannesen-Schmidt, M. C., and Koenig, A. M. (2004). Gender gaps in sociopolitical attitudes: A social psychological analysis. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 87, 796-816. 
· We will not have class on March 15, 2013 because I am presently a paper at Southeastern Psychological Association. Please work on the draft of your Introduction to Experiment 2.
VII. Hypothesis Testing, Validity, and Threats to Validity (Week 8)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 8
VIII. Controls to Reduce Threats to Validity (Week 9)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 9
· Draft of Introduction for Experiment 2 is due on April 3, 2013
IX. Single-Variable, Independent-Groups Designs (Week 10)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 10
· Data for Experiment 2 is due on April 12, 2013
X. Correlated-Groups and Single-Subject Designs (Week 11)

· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 11
Test 2: April 19, 2013
XI. Factorial Designs (Week 12)
· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 12
XII. A Second Look at Field Research, Program Evaluation, and Survey Research. Meta-analysis (Weeks 13/14)
· Graziano and Rauling, Chapter 13; Appendix F
· Mullen, B., Atkins, J. L., Champion, D. S., Edwards, C., Story, J. E., & Vanderlok, M. (1985). The false consensus effect: A meta-analysis of 115 hypothesis tests. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 21, 262-283.
XIII. Presentations (Weeks 14/15)

Final Exam:
9:00 a.m. class—Monday May 13:  8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m. class—Monday May 13: 10:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.

