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Composition II

Texts:
Michael Meyer, The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature, 8th edition


Elaine Maimon, et al. A Writer’s Resource. 2nd edition 

Course Objectives: The English Department has identified the objectives for ENGL 102 as the following:


1) to continue to improve expository writing skills;


2) to enable students to write critical papers; 


3) to teach students how to research, organize, and write a short research paper; 


4) to help students learn to read analytically;


5) to acquaint students with the critical vocabulary used in the discussion of three 


literary genres: drama, fiction and poetry; and


6) to develop awareness of the benefits of studying literature.

Course Requirements: You will need to read all assignments before coming to class and come to class prepared to discuss them and to take a reading quiz. You will also need to bring the Bedford text to class every day (unless otherwise instructed). You will take two tests during the term (one on fiction, one on poetry), write three 3-4 page essays (two outside of class, one in-class), write a brief (5 page) research paper, complete other required homework and in-class assignments (as assigned), participate in class discussions, and take a final examination.

Grading:
Class Preparation/Participation
100 points possible


Three 3-4 page essays
300 points possible (100 points each)


Research paper (5 pages)
200 points possible


Two tests
200 points possible (100 points each)


Final examination
200 points possible

900-1000 points = A; 800-899 points = B; 700-799 points = C; 600-699 points = D

Please note:  Failure to complete any of the course requirements may mean failing the course. None of these requirements is optional.

 
The numerous writing activities--both informal and formal--indicate that this instructor is a firm supporter of writing as a means of learning and of SU's Writing Across the Curriculum policy.

Class Participation/Preparation: The best way to illustrate that you are an active, engaged, and interested reader is by contributing regularly to class discussions. Additional course work such as written homework, in-class writings and group work, and any unannounced quizzes I might find it necessary to give you will also figure into this grade. Don’t forget to bring your books to class!

Tests and Final Examination: You will have a test on fiction and a test on poetry. These exams will be partially objective and partially essay. The final exam is a departmental examination which will cover all three genres of literature: fiction, poetry and drama. Details about the final examination are listed on the final page of this syllabus. Except in extreme circumstances, there will be no make-up tests. The date and time for the ENGL 102 final exam are non-negotiable.

Papers: The three essays which you will write outside of the classroom--one on fiction, one on drama, and the research paper--must be typed, double-spaced, with inch margins on all sides, and stapled (once) in the upper left hand corner. (PLEASE: No folders, paper clips, ripped and folded corners, or other "fancy" methods of binding.) These papers should be as error free as possible. Please carefully proofread your papers before you turn them in. I prefer that you correct the typos in pen or pencil yourself rather than leave that task to me.


Because an important element of the research paper is learning to use proper documentation form, the grade for that paper will be evenly divided between content and form. I reserve the right to return the paper to you without a form grade if the instructions for documentation are followed inadequately. We will be using the MLA (Modern Language Association) format for documentation as outlined briefly in the Bedford on pages 1600-07 and more extensively in A Writer’s Resource.


All papers are to be turned in on the day indicated on the calendar which follows. Late papers will be graded lower for each day they are late. Failure to turn in a paper means failing the course. In addition to the submission of actual printed essays for grading, students in this course will also be required to submit their formal essays electronically to www.turnitin.com.

Plagiarism/Academic Dishonesty: The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people's ideas, very seriously indeed. As outlined in the Student Handbook under the "Policy on Student Academic Integrity," plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course. The English Department recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious offense and professors make their decisions regarding sanctions accordingly. Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

1. Turning in as your own work a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you wrote. This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a published author, or from an Internet contributor. 

2. Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and/or undocumented passages someone else wrote. 

3. Including in a paper someone else's original words, ideas, opinions or research results without attribution. 

4. Paraphrasing without attribution.


5. Turning in the same paper for credit in more than one class.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property. As a precaution, if you are in doubt, cite the source. Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay. In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.

Attendance:  I expect to be here every day and hope you will do the same. Your success in the course will be contingent upon your preparation for and participation in class sessions. You may miss three class meetings (for whatever reason) without direct penalty. For each day you are absent beyond those three “freebies,” you will lose 25 points per day. So if you have a schedule conflict with this class, you should select a course that better fits your schedule. Remember that YOU are responsible for meeting deadlines and making up any missed work. I do not give make-up examinations nor is there such a thing as an “excused absence.”

I will, of course, also expect you to arrive promptly for class and stay for the duration of each session. Three “lates” will constitute an absence. Schedule your other activities around this course, not vice versa. In addition, students who come to class ill-prepared (i.e., without the anthology, having not read the assignment) may be asked to leave the classroom and invited to return another day on which they are better prepared. 
Courtesy and Respect: I expect students to treat their fellow students and professor with courtesy and respect. Please abide by the following:

# 
Turn your OFF and stow away all cell phones, pagers and other electronic devices before entering the classroom.

# 
Take care of your dietary and eliminatory needs PRIOR to entering the classroom.

# 
Should you absolutely need to arrive late or leave early for a class session, sit as near to the door as possible and avoid disrupting class by drawing attention to your entry or exit.

# 
Listen attentively to what your professor and fellow classmates contribute to our discussions.

# 
Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before you enter the discussion.

Office Hours: MWF 11:00-12:50 and by appointment. This time is set aside for you; please feel free to speak with me about any concerns or interests during these hours, after class, or by appointment.

Assignment Calendar
All readings are in The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature unless otherwise noted.

Please read all assigned material before coming to class and bring the required book to class.

Sept. 
3:
Introduction to course


5:
Intro ctd.


8:
Reading Imaginative Literature, 1-5



Plot, 69-78 (including Burroughs, from Tarzan of the Apes)



Character, 117-22 (including Dickens, from Hard Times)


10:
Setting, 162-70 (including Hemingway, "Soldier's Home")



Point of View, 188-93



Symbolism, 237-42 (Including Collette, “The Hand”)


12:
Theme, 262-65



Style, Tone, and Irony, 283-89 (including Carver, “Popular Mechanics”)


15:
Putting it all together



Paper #1 Assignment


17:
Updike, “A & P,” 560-64


19:
Writing about Fiction, 47-50



Reading and Writing, 1557-65



A Sample Student Analysis: 1581-85


22:
Porter, “You Were Perfectly Fine” (handout)


24:
Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily,” 90-97

26:
"Faulkner on 'A Rose for Emily,'" 97-98



A Sample Research Paper:  “How the Narrator Cultivates a Rose for Emily,” 



1608-12


29:
TEST:  FICTION 

Oct.
1:
Reading Poetry, 569-90



Questions for Responsive Reading and Writing, 614-15



Word Choice, Word Order, and Tone, 622-33


3:
Images, 659-66



Figures of Speech, 681-91

Oct.
6:
PAPER #1 DUE


Remember to also submit your essay electronically to www.turnitin.com before



the next class meeting.


8:
Symbol, Allegory, and Irony, 702-12 

10:
Sounds, 725-37


13:
Patterns of Rhythm, 752-61


15:
Poetic Forms, 773-99



Open Form, 800-15


17:
Research Paper Assignment



Introduction to Library Research


20:
Incorporating Resources and MLA Format Workshop


22:
In-class poetry exercises


24:
In-class poetry exercises


27:
In-class poetry exercises


29:
TEST:  POETRY

31:
PAPER #2:  IN-CLASS ESSAY
Nov.
3:
RESEARCH PAPER DUE


Remember to also submit your essay electronically to www.turnitin.com before 



the next class meeting.


5:
Reading Drama, 1045-1063



Paper #3 Assignment


7:
Writing about Drama, 1088-93


Trifles, ctd. 


10:
A Study of Sophocles, 1094-1120 (to line 750, Creon’s exit, in Oedipus the King)


12:
Oedipus, 1120-34 (to line 1311, Oedipus’s exit)


14:
Oedipus, 1134-41 (to end)


17:
Oedipus, ctd.


19:
Modern Drama, 1252-56



Miller, Death of a Salesman, 1371-1402 (to Act II)


21:
Death of a Salesman, 1402-37 


24:
Death of a Salesman, ctd.


26:
Thanksgiving break; no class


28:
Thanksgiving break; no class

Dec.
1:
Death of a Salesman, ctd


3:
Wilson, Fences, 1482-1510 (to Act II)


5:
Fences, 1510-1530


8:
Fences ctd.


10:
PAPER #3 DUE


Remember to also submit your essay electronically to www.turnitin.com before 



the next class meeting.



Fences ctd.


12:
Review

Final Exam: Friday, December 19, 8-10:30 a.m.

(Please note that the time and date for the final exam are non-negotiable.)

NOTE:  This schedule of assignments is subject to change, with notice, of course.

Statement from the Writing Center: At the University Writing Center (directly above the Fireside Lounge in the Guerrieri University Center), trained consultants are ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In addition to the important writing instruction that occurs in the classroom and during teachers’ office hours, the center offers another site for learning about writing. All students are encouraged to make use of this important service. For more information about the writing center’s hours and policies, visit the writing center or its website at www.salisbury.edu/uwc.
Final Examination: There will be a common final examination in English 102.  Late in the semester you will be told where your exam will be given. Approximately two weeks prior to the final exam, your instructor will inform you of the three texts­a short story, a play, and a poem­which will constitute the materials upon which you will be examined. These you will study independently; they will not be discussed in class. You will need to bring two #2 pencils and two black or blue ink pens to the final examination.


Part I, the multiple-choice portion of the final exam, requires you to define literary terms (listed below) or apply them to questions about the short story, play, and poem. This part of the exam counts as one-third of your exam grade. 

	alliteration

allusion

ambiguity

antagonist

archetype

assonance

caesura

climax

comedy

conflict

connotation

controlling image

(or extended image or extended metaphor)

dialect

dialogue

diction

dilemma

dynamic character

end-stop

enjambment

explication

exposition

feet

flat character


	foil

foreshadowing

genre

hyperbole

imagery

initiation

irony:

dramatic irony

situational irony

verbal irony

lyric

metaphor

meter

myth

narrator

onomatopoeia

personification

plot

point of view

third person limited

third person omniscient

first person

objective

protagonist
	resolution

round character

rhyme

satire

scansion

setting

simile

soliloquy

sonnet

speaker

stage property (prop)

static character

stereotype

stock character

subplot

suspense

symbol

theme

tone

tragedy

understatement



Part II of the final (two-thirds of your final exam grade) consists of a short essay on one of the three works.  You will have a choice of which text to write upon and often a choice of topics for each work. 
