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Topics in Native American Literature: Ojibwe/Chippewa Voices

Texts:
Gerald Vizenor (White Earth Chippewa), The People Named the Chippewa

Louise Erdrich (Turtle Mountain Chippewa), Tracks and Four Souls 


David Treuer (Leech Lake Ojibwe), The Hiawatha

Jim Northrup (Fond du Lac Ojibwe), The Rez Road Follies

Gordon Henry (White Earth Chippewa), The Light People 

Kimberly Blaeser (White Earth Chippewa), Ed. Traces in Blood, Bone, & Stone
Course Objectives:  The objectives of the course include:

1) to acquaint students with some non-fiction, fiction and poetry written by Ojibwe/Chippewa/Anishinaabe writers;

2) to help students understand some of the historical, sociological, and philosophical background of the issues of these texts;

3) to foster discussion and active intellectual engagement with the issues of growing up “Indian” and maintaining one’s “Indianness” in 20th and 21st century America; 

4) to introduce students to the fundamental differences between Native peoples worldview and the common “American” one (especially with regard to relationship with family, community, the natural and spiritual world, ceremony and story); and

5) to foster interest in additional works by Native writers.

Course Requirements:  You will need to read all assignments before coming to class and come to class prepared to discuss them. For each day's reading, you will write a one page analytical response. You must bring the text we are reading and discussing and your written response to class each day. You will also take 15 quizzes, write a three essays, give a brief 5-7 minute presentation on a poem, and participate in class discussions. 

Grading:
Class Preparation (Analytical Response Avg.)
150 points possible


Class Participation
100 points possible


15 Quizzes @ 10 points possible each
150 total points possible


Poetry Presentation
150 total points possible


3 Essays @ 150 points possible each 
450 total points possible

900-1000 points = A; 800-899 points = B; 700-799 points = C; 600-699 points = D

Please note:  Failure to complete any of the course requirements may mean failing the course. None of these requirements is optional.

Class Preparation/Participation:  The best ways in which to illustrate that you are an active, engaged, and interested student are by 1) reading all assignments before coming to class, 2) preparing your required one page analytical response, and 3) contributing regularly to class discussions. 


Analytical Responses: For each assigned reading, you need to prepare a one page (minimum and maximum) analytical response. ("One page" means one side, single spaced on 8 1/2" x 11" paper. If your paper is undersized, please write the equivalent amount. Students who choose to type their responses will need to provide a single, double spaced page.) The crucial question each response should answer in a focused and thoughtful way is "What is the most significant aspect of this reading?" Please try to make these writings a meaningful experience and do not write plot summaries or emotional reactions. A separate handout explains this requirement in more detail. (On days for which there are a handful of poems to be read, you are only required to write an analytical response for one of the poems.)


When we meet to discuss the readings, I will frequently call on students at random to share with the rest of the class what they have identified as significant in their responses as a means of beginning our class discussion. Quite often, I will collect, respond to, and grade these responses, but whether I collect them or not, these writings are part of your class preparation. Everyone is expected to prepare the responses for each assigned reading.

Quizzes:  You can expect a brief quiz on each of the days for which there is a reading assignment. There will be quizzes on 17 of those dates. You need only take 15 quizzes.  If you take all 17 quizzes, I will drop your lowest 2 quiz grades. Quizzes will consist of questions which should be easily answerable by anyone who has read the assignment carefully. If you wish to take a quiz, you must arrive on time. There will be no make-up quizzes. If you do not attend class on the day of a quiz or arrive too late to take a quiz, you forfeit those 10 possible points.
Poetry Presentation: Each student will be required to give a presentation on one of the poems in the Traces in Blood, Bone, & Stone collection. In the next week or so, students will pick poets’ names out of a hat (or bag or something). When we read that poet’s work, students who have selected that poet will present one of the poems to the rest of the class. This brief 5-7 minute presentation will consist the student 1) reading the poem to the class, 2) explaining what the poem is about, and 3) explaining what the poem means, particularly in the context of the other literature we’ve read in the class. I’ll give you more details about this assignment as well as an evaluation sheet after the poems have been assigned.

Essays: The first 3-4 page essay, due on Wednesday, October 3, will describe and analyze an aspect or issue or dilemma or problem in one of the first works–The People Named the Chippewa or Tracks.  The second 3-4 page essay, due on Monday, November 2, will require an analysis of the poem you present and one other poem by the same poet. And the third essay, due on Friday, December 7, will require you, as with the first essay, to describe and analyze a specific issue or dilemma or problem as presented in one of the texts–The Hiawatha, Rez Road Follies, The Light People, or Four Souls.


All of the essays you submit must be typed, double-spaced, with inch margins on all sides, and stapled (once) in the upper left hand corner. (PLEASE: No folders, paper clips, ripped and folded corners, or other "fancy" methods of binding.) These papers should be as error free as possible. Please carefully proofread your papers before you turn them in. I prefer that you correct the typos in pen or pencil yourself rather than leave that task to me.


All papers are to be turned in on the day indicated on the calendar which follows. Late papers will be graded 10 points lower for each day they are late. Failure to turn in a paper means failing the course. 



The numerous writing activities--both informal and formal--indicate that the instructor is a firm supporter of writing as a means of learning and of SU's Writing Across the Curriculum policy.


Special Note: All students taking this course to fulfill their English/Secondary Education [or TESOL] requirement must begin a technology portfolio and must include at least one paper/project from this course in the portfolio.

Plagiarism: The English Department takes plagiarism, the unacknowledged use of other people's ideas, very seriously indeed. As outlined in the Student Handbook under the "Policy on Student Academic Integrity," plagiarism may receive such penalties as failure on a paper or failure in the course. The English Department recognizes that plagiarism is a very serious offense and professors make their decisions regarding sanctions accordingly. Each of the following constitutes plagiarism:

1. Turning in as your own work a paper or part of a paper that anyone other than you wrote. This would include but is not limited to work taken from another student, from a published author, or from an Internet contributor. 

2. Turning in a paper that includes unquoted and/or undocumented passages someone else wrote. 

3. Including in a paper someone else's original words, ideas, opinions or research results without attribution. 

4. Paraphrasing without attribution.


5. Turning in the same paper for credit in more than one class.

A few changes in wording do not make a passage your property. As a precaution, if you are in doubt, cite the source. Moreover, if you have gone to the trouble to investigate secondary sources, you should give yourself credit for having done so by citing those sources in your essay and by providing a list of Works Cited or Works Consulted at the conclusion of the essay. In any case, failure to provide proper attribution could result in a severe penalty and is never worth the risk.


In addition to the submission of actual printed essays for grading, students in this course will also be required to submit their formal essays electronically to www.turnitin.com.
Attendance:  I expect to be here every day and hope you will do the same. Your success in the course will be contingent upon your preparation for and participation in class sessions. You may miss three classes (for whatever reason) without direct penalty. Each day you miss beyond those three “freebies” will reduce your overall points as follows: : -25 points for the third day, - 50 for the fourth, -75 for the fifth, and so on. (That’s not minus 75 points for missing those three extra days; that’s minus 150 points. So if you have a schedule conflict with this course, you should select a course that better fits your schedule.)  Remember that YOU are responsible for meeting deadlines and making up any missed work. 


I will, of course, also expect you to arrive promptly for class and stay for the duration of each session.  Schedule your other activities around this course, not vice versa.  In addition, students who come to class ill-prepared (i.e., without the novel we’re discussing, having not read the assignment) may be asked to leave the classroom and invited to return another day on which they are better prepared. 
Courtesy and Respect: I expect students to treat their fellow students and professor with courtesy and respect. Please abide by the following:

# 
Turn your cell phones, pagers and other electronic devices OFF before entering the classroom.

# 
Take care of your dietary and eliminatory needs PRIOR to entering the classroom.

# 
Should you absolutely need to arrive late or leave early for a class session, sit as near to the door as possible and avoid disrupting class by drawing attention to your entry or exit.

# 
Listen attentively to what your professor and fellow classmates contribute to our discussions.

# 
Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged before you enter the discussion.

Office Hours: MWF 1:00-1:50, T 1:00-3:15, and by appointment. This time is set aside for you; please feel free to speak with me about any concerns or interests during these hours, after class, or by appointment.


Assignment Calendar
Aug.
27
Introduction to course


29
Introduction ctd.


31
Video

Sept.
3
Labor Day – No Class


5
Gerald Vizenor, The People Named the Chippewa (through page 36)


7
The People Named the Chippewa (through page 74)


10
The People Named the Chippewa (through page 123


12
The People Named the Chippewa (to end)


14
Louise Erdrich, Tracks (through page 31, to Chapter Three)


17
Tracks (through page 95, to Chapter Five)

19
Tracks (through page 164, to Chapter Seven)


21
Tracks (to end)


24
David Treuer The Hiawatha, (through 74, to Part Two)


26
The Hiawatha (through 184, to Part Three)


28
The Hiawatha (through 245, to Part Four)

Oct.
1
The Hiawatha (to end)


 3
Paper #1 Due



Video


5
Northrup, The Rez Road Follies (through page 97)


8
Rez Road Follies (through page 155)


10
Rez Road Follies (through page 207)


12
Rez Road Follies (to end)


15
Kimberly Blaeser, Traces in Blood, Bone, & Stone , poems by 



kateri akiwenzie-damm (3-11)


17
Traces , poems by Kimberly Blaeser (16-36)


19
Traces, poems by Mark Turcotte (191-6)


22
Traces, poems by Jim Northrup (148-53)


24
Traces, poems by Denise Sweet (177-90)


26
Traces, poems by Louise Erdrich (70-86)


29
Traces, poems by Heid Erdrich (60-69)


31
Traces, poems by E. Donald Two-Rivers (206-13)

Nov.
2
Traces, poems by Gerald Vizenor (214-22)


5
Traces, poems by Gordon Henry (104-9)


7
The Light People (through page 34)


9
The Light People (through page 88)


12
Paper #2 Due



The Light People (through page 139)


14
The Light People (through page 180)


16
The Light People (to end)


19
Video


21
Thanksgiving Break – No Class






23
Thanksgiving Break – No Class


26
Louise Erdrich, Four Souls (through page 29, to chapter Four)


28
Four Souls (through page 69, to chapter Seven)


30
Four Souls (through page 118, to chapter Ten)

Dec.
 3
Four Souls (through page 173, to chapter Fourteen)



5
Four Souls (to end)


7
Paper #3 Due 



Wrap-up

Final Exam Period:

  
ENGL 389.001, Thursday, December 13, 8:00 -10:30 a.m.


ENGL 389.002, Friday, December 14, 10:45 a.m.-1:15 p.m.

Although you will not have a final exam, we will be meeting during the final examination period.

This schedule of assignments is, of course, subject to change.

Statement from the Writing Center:  At the University Writing Center at Herb’s Place (Guerrieri University Center, Room 213), trained consultants are ready to help you at any stage of the writing process. It is often helpful for writers to share their work with an attentive reader, and consultations allow writers to test and refine their ideas before having to hand papers in or to release documents to the public. In addition to the important writing instruction that occurs in the classroom and during teachers’ office hours, the center offers another site for learning about writing. All undergraduates are encouraged to make use of this important student service. For more information about the Writing Center’s hours and policies, visit the Writing Center or its website at www.salisbury.edu/uwc.
