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John Kalb

HH 341
Office: HH 350, 410-543-6049

MTWTh 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Office Hours by appt.

Summer II 2010
jdkalb@salisbury.edu
Seminar in Literature:  Native American Literature
Texts:
James Welch (Blackfeet/Gros Ventre), Fools Crow 



Louise Erdrich (Turtle Mountain Chippewa), Tracks


Leslie Marmon Silko (Laguna Pueblo), Ceremony 



Linda Hogan (Chickasaw), Solar Storms


Susan Power (Standing Rock Sioux), The Grass Dancer 



Thomas King (Cherokee), Truth & Bright Water


Sherman Alexie (Spokane/Coeur D’Alene), The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Course Objectives:  The central objectives of this course are to familiarize students with select works by some of the important Native American writers of contemporary fiction, facilitate their interpretation and analysis of those texts, and prepare them to read additional works by Native American authors with some level of expertise. 


During this whirlwind tour of NA fiction, we will encounter and discuss a variety of thematic issues which include the displacement of the Native American, the search for personal and community identity, the conflicts between Euro-American and Native American world views (e.g., the concept of time, attitudes toward environment, the needs of the individual versus the needs of the group, what constitutes physical and mental health, etc.), and the importance of storytelling in maintaining one’s relationship with the group and one’s relationship to the universe. I hope we will be able to move beyond Cooper's romantic notion of the "noble savage" as well as the current neo-romantic and/or barbarous images promoted in the media (Dances with Wolves, Apocalypto, et al.) in order to arrive at a more realistic view of the Native American. We will also be looking at all of these works in the context of current thematic and stylistic trends in contemporary literature.

Grading:
Class Participation


10%


Class Preparation (weekly 2 page analytical essays)

20%


Tribal Report (2-3 pages)


10%


Additional Text Presentation (4-5 pages)


20%


10-15 page essay (with one page precis)


40%

Course Requirements:  You will, of course, be required to read all assignments before coming to class and come to class prepared (and willing) to discuss them. I will expect all seminar students to be active and thoughtful contributors to class discussion. In addition, each student will write a weekly 2 page (3 page absolute maximum) analytical response; research a particular tribal group, prepare a 2-3 page report, and read that to the class; read an additional assigned text, prepare a 4-5 page seminar report on that text, and present that report to the class; and write a 10-15 page essay which should grow out of the significant intersection(s) between that additional text and one or more of the texts of the course, write a one page (single-spaced) precis of the substance of that essay, read the precis to the class, and provide photocopies of that precis for distribution to the class.  

Class Participation & Preparation:  In a graduate seminar, the success of the class depends upon the full, helpful participation of all seminarians in discussions of the literary texts and the issues which they raise. To help facilitate discussion as well as enhance your knowledge and “ownership” of the literature, for each class session, you will write a 2 page (3 page maximum) length analytical essay about something significant and meaningful EITHER in the text we are reading for that session OR in the text we discussed at the previous class session.


For these brief essays, you need to focus on–without introduction, conclusion, plot summary or emotional reaction–one significant, meaningful aspect of that text.

Tribal Reports: Each student will be assigned a tribal group to look into, paying particular attention to that tribe’s history as well as that tribe’s contemporary situation. Computer searches are acceptable. In fact, you will find that many, if not all, of the tribes have their own websites. Check the list of tribes for the specific days on which students will read their 2-3 page essays to the class and submit the essays for grading.

Seminar Reports: You will be assigned an additional text to read and study. Your seminar report will consist of a 4-5 page essay in which you 1) briefly provide a descriptive summary of the contents of the text, 2) identify and explain the most significant specific arguments/insights/features of the text, and 3) point to ways in which these specifics may enhance the analysis of other texts and the understanding of other issues of the course. 

Final Essay & Precis:  I hope your work with the assigned additional text and our class discussion on the day of your seminar report will lead directly to the creation of this 10 to 15 page analytical essay due on the last class meeting. At this session, you will read a one page, single-spaced precis of your essay and distribute photocopies of the precis to your classmates. The primary focus in this essay will be on one or more of the fictional works in the course, providing an analysis informed by the additional text as well as other additional research as needed. 

Office Hours: TR 11-12:15, W 3-5:00 & by appt. If these hours are not convenient for you, I am happy (and expect) to meet with you for appointments at times of mutual convenience.

Assignment Calendar

July
6
Intro


7
Fools Crow (through page 202, to Part III)


8
Fools Crow (to end)


12
Tracks


13
Ceremony

14
Ceremony

15
Solar Storms 

19
Solar Storms

20
Presentations 


21
The Grass Dancer

22
The Grass Dancer

26
Truth & Bright Water

27
Truth & Bright Water

28
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian


29
Essays and precis due

