Assignment #7   Waste Water

Independent research:
1. What is sewage sludge (aka biosolids)?

2. Go to:   http://www.bayjournal.com/article.cfm?article=691  “Halt use of sludge as fertilizer until it gets a ‘clean bill of health’”

 Is sludge applied to farmland? Is this a good thing or a problem? Discuss. What type of contaminants might be found in sewage sludge?

3. Do any bagged commercial products sold as ‘compost’ contain treated human sewage sludge? If yes, name a brand.

4. Read “Fish Free Fall” (Science News, May 26, 2007). How does estrogen get into lakes and rivers?

5. What effects does estrogen have on fish?

Independent research:

6. How do composting toilets work and why are they environmentally beneficial?

7. Go to:   www.epa.gov  (Click on “careers”). Tell me about an employment or internship opportunity with the EPA. 

