STARS Overview

Goals of STARS

AASHE’s Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System (STARS) is a voluntary, self‐reporting framework for recognizing and gauging relative progress toward sustainability by colleges and universities. It is designed to:

• Provide a guide for advancing sustainability in all sectors of higher education, from education and research to operations and administration.

• Enable meaningful comparisons over time and across institutions by establishing a common standard of measurement for sustainability in higher education.

• Create incentives for continual improvement toward sustainability.

• Facilitate collaboration and information sharing about higher education sustainability practices and performance.

• Recognize sustainability achievements for all institutions, including leaders and beginners.

• Build a stronger, more diverse campus sustainability community.

In addition, schools may be able to receive marketing benefits from using STARS, and prospective students will be able to use STARS ratings in deciding which school to attend. AASHE hopes that all of this will help accelerate and enhance higher education's move toward sustainability.
