Land conservation options for property owners

Donated easement: This type of conservation easement can reap large tax benefits to landowners such as a 15-year property tax credit, 16-year state income tax credit, 6-year federal income tax deduction and the estate tax benefits through IRC 2031(c). Call Kate Patton at the Lower Shore Land Trust at 410-641-4467 or John Hutson at MET at 410-514-7910. 
CREP: Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program: Pays landowners for grass and/or tree and or ditch buffers around wetlands. Payments can be substantial and are for permanent or 10-15-year periods. Call John Burtman at 410-546-4777, X2. The State of Maryland works with the federal program on a cost-share basis for the installation. Contact Kevin Keenan for information at 410-546-4777, X143.
Farm & Ranch Land Protection Program
The Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) provides matching funds to help purchase development rights to keep productive farm and ranchland in agricultural uses.  Working through existing programs, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service partners with State or local governments and non-governmental organizations to acquire conservation easements or other interests in land from landowners.  USDA provides up to 50 percent of the fair market easement value of the conservation easement.  Contact the Lower Shore Land Trust or the County Farmland Protection Program for more information. Call Michael Sigrist at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 410-546-4777, extension 3.

Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program
The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) is a voluntary USDA program for people who want to develop and improve wildlife habitat primarily on private land.  Through WHIP USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service provides both technical assistance and cost-share assistance to establish and improve fish and wildlife habitat.  WHIP agreements between NRCS and the participant generally last from 5 to 10 years from the date the agreement is signed.

Specific objectives of the WHIP program in Maryland are:


Restore and manage upland grassland habitat to benefit groundnesting birds and


associated wildlife;


Restore and management riparian corridor habitat to benefit terrestrial and


aquatic species.


Restore and manage shallow water and wetland habitat to benefit waterfowl,


wading birds, and other wildlife.

Call Michael Sigrist at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 410-546-4777, extension 3.

Wetland Reserve Program: Wetland Reserve Program
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary USDA program to restore and protect wetlands on private property.  It is an opportunity for landowners to receive financial incentives to enhance wetlands in exchange for retiring marginal agricultural land.  WRP provides landowners with 100% cost-sharing for permanent easements, 75% for 30-year easements, and 75% for restoration cost-share agreements.  The landowner continues to control access to enrolled land and may utilize the land for certain compatible uses such as hunting and fishing, timber harvest, haying to mowing and wildlife food plots. Call Michael Sigrist at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 410-546-4777, extension 3.

Rural Legacy: Encompassing landowners in southwestern Wicomico County, this state program pays landowners for permanent conservation easements on their property. In some cases landowners who are not in but near the Rural Legacy Area boundary may be eligible for the program. Call Frank McKenzie at fmckenzie@wicomicocounty.org .
MALPF: Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation: This state program pays landowners, who meet soils and acreage requirements, for permanent agricultural easements on farmland. For information about this program and the Wicomico County Agricultural Land Preservation Program, call Gloria Smith at (410) 548-4860 or email at gsmith@wicomicocounty.org .

Maryland Cooperative Extension: Maryland Cooperative Extension (MCE) is a statewide, non-formal education system within the college of Agriculture and Natural Resources and the University of Maryland Eastern Shore. This agency offers education on Riparian Buffer Systems , Agricultural Nutrient Management Program, Forestry and Wildlife Education, Woods' Aquaculture Facility, and Maryland Sea Grant Extension Programs. Contact Eddie Johnson at the Maryland Cooperative Extension (410) 749-6141.
CELCP: Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program: This federal program pays for conservation easements for landowners who are interested in protecting their land for wildlife. It also pays for fee simple acquisition. Farming and forestry are generally prohibited in this program. Hunting is permitted. Call Richard Ross at The Trust for Public Land at 202-543-7552.

Forest Legacy: This federal program pays owners of forestland for conservation easements on their property. Call Patrick Meckley at 410-260-8531 or email pmeckley@dnr.state.md.us.

POS: Program Open Space: The state’s premier purchase program for recreational and environmentally sensitive land does, on occasion, purchase easements on land rather than acquiring the land fee simple. To learn more about the program go to www.dnr.state.md.us/pos.html. Call Tim Brower at 410-713-3853. 

National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program: Used for easement purchases of tidal wetlands and associated uplands. Program acquires, restores or enhances wetlands. The North American Wetlands Conservation Act  provides matching grants to organizations and individuals who have developed partnerships to carry out wetlands conservationprojects in the United States, Canada and Mexico for the benefit of wetlands-associated migratory birds and other wildlife. Contact Dan Murphy at the US Fish and Wildlife Service at 410-573-4521. Visit the Us Fish and Wildlife website at http://www.fws.gov/
 Quail Program
Property purchase (from govt. or private sources): In some cases private conservation organizations or state and federal agencies may be interested in purchasing land from moneys that do not fit in the above categories. Call Kate Patton at the Lower Shore Land Trust at 410-641-4467; John Hutson at MET at 410-514-7910; Bill Crouch at The Conservation Fund at 443-482-2826; Liz Zucker – The Nature Conservancy at 410-364-9255; Richard Ross at the Trust for Public Land at 202-543-7552; or Tim Brower at Program Open Space at 410-543-6738.
Other paid conservation easement (from govt. or private sources): In some cases private conservation organizations or state and federal agencies may be interested in purchasing conservation easements from moneys that do not fit in the above categories. Call Kate Patton at the Lower Shore Land Trust at 410-641-4467; John Hutson at MET at 410-514-7910; Bill Crouch at The Conservation Fund at 443-482-2826; Liz Zucker – The Nature Conservancy at 410-364-9255; Richard Ross at the Trust for Public Land at 202-543-7552; or Tim Brower at Program Open Space at 410-543-6738.
CONTACTS

Tim Brower, Program Open Space: 410-543-6738

Bill Crouch, The Conservation Fund: 443-482-2826

Laura Hunsberger – Maryland Cooperative Extension (410) 749-6141
John Hutson, Maryland Environmental Trust: 410-514-7910

Eddie Johnson – Maryland Cooperative Extension (410) 749-6141
Frank McKenzie, Wicomico County Planner - (410) 548-4860

Patrick Meckley, Forest Legacy Program: 410-260-8531

Dan Murphy, US Fish and Wildlife Service at 410-573-4521

Kevin Keenan, Maryland Department of Agriculture at 410-546-4777 X143
Kate Patton, Lower Shore Land Trust: 410-641-4467

Richard Ross, Trust for Public Land: 202-543-7552

Call Michael Sigrist at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 410-546-4777, extension 3.

Gloria Smith, Wicomico County Planning at (410) 548-4860
Liz Zucker – The Nature Conservancy at 410-364-9255
