
Modern Foreign Languages 245

The German People

(Taught in English)

Spring 2008
Mrs. K. Thompson
Office:  Holloway Hall 331
Class:  TR 2:00-3:15, CH 106
Office Hours:                         and by appointment
Texts:            Required: *   On Reserve in the library  **
Life in a German Town, Robin Sawers  **
Understanding Cultural Differences – Hall * 
Austria, Its People and Culture **
Switzerland, Its People and Culture **
Germany, Its People and Culture **
                        Germany and the Germans by John Ardagh**
Objectives:
This course has been designed to introduce the student to the historical and cultural background of the German speaking peoples.  This background information will give him/her the opportunity to understand present day Germany and modern Germans.  We will stress and explain features and aspects of culture or behavior that have helped shape Germany, Austria and Switzerland today.  Differences exist between our culture and theirs and the student is encouraged and expected to gather as much information as possible to form an opinion of the nature of the German People.

Grading:
class participation and attendance

                        Quizzes (6 quizzes @ about 50pts each)

                        Oral report (100 pts)
                        Term project or paper (100 pts)
Midterm (100-150pts)
Final (100-150pts)

Quizzes and tests will be announced in advance.  Any missed work must be made up within a week to receive full credit.  There will be no more than 6 quizzes at most and they will be based on study sheets handed out in advance.  (50 pts. each)

Oral Report:
This will be presented at any time during the semester.  It may be on a topic suggested by the instructor or selected by the student.  It may be chosen by interest stimulated by class discussion.  It should be between l0-l5 minutes in length.  Please notify the instructor at least two class periods in advance of when you plan to present your reports.  You are to use the articles found in the GERMAN LIFE magazine that have been placed on reserve for this class for your reports.  Everyone must do one.

Term Projects:
It is strongly urged that each student use his initiative to develop his own term project.  All projects, however, are subject to the instructor's approval.  A project may take any form provided it develops a theme of German life and thought and contributes to a greater understanding of German culture and civilization.  This may seem difficult at first glance but really allows much freedom of choice to develop your own ideas about the Germans.
Pick what you are interested in for ex. music, art, literature, science, politics, education, geography.  In your exploration of such a topic you may choose to compare one German speaking country to another or to the United States.  It is hoped that in this way you will gain greater understanding of the similarities and differences between the cultures.  Ex.The German educational system vs. The American System.

The project, if in the form of a term paper, should be at least 8-l0 pages typed (excluding illustrations, if any).  If the project is in the realia form, such as a collage, map, food, etc. a detailed explanation of the purpose and use should be included.  Students are encouraged but not obliged to present their projects to the class as a whole. 

Ideas for the project must be submitted to the instructor by March             .  The actual project is due any time before but not later than May                        .

Remember projects can be in all fields of interest.  Art, Music, Sociology, Geography, Gastronomy, Education, Business, East vs. West Germany, German-Americans, recent developments in the former East and or West Germany.

Everyone must do either a project or paper.

Rules for Term Papers
If you choose to do a term paper for your final project it must be at least 8-10 pages long (excluding illustrations).  It must also be a well-documented and researched paper.  It must have a bibliography and footnotes or endnotes.  You should use at least 3 sources, (more are better).  Topics should be selected early so that you will have plenty of time to research your subject.  Your paper should be well organized with a proper introduction and conclusion as well as the main body.  Footnotes are essential.  Remember even paraphrases need to be documented.  It is important for you to use a style guide to writing papers.  The university suggests the following:

1.
Turabian

2.
MLA

3.
APA

All are at the reference desk at the library.

Please let me make this quite clear, this is not to be a book report nor an English theme but rather a well-researched and documented paper.  If you need help with the mechanics, please refer to the Holt Handbook for assistance or go to the Writing Center in the GUC.  The paper like the final project will be worth 100 pts.  At least 50% of the paper's point value will be based on proper documentation and mechanics.  The other 50% will be based on content.



If you chose to use the Internet as a source you must provide the instructor with 



a printout of the entire article from which you gained your information (i.e. quote 



or paraphrase).  These must be attached to the end of your final draft.  Keep 



copies of your papers because they will not be returned to you.

TENTATIVE WEEKLY SCHEDULE
One day per week we will try to have a "culturally enriching experience" such as a film, slides, speakers, demonstrations, oral reports or field trip.  All materials will be included on quizzes and or tests.

Week l
Germany a Cultural overview

Discussion of cultural differences between the Germans and the Americans (Hall) 
CEE

Week 2
The Culture of the Germans and contributions made by German Americans,
Geography of Germany
CEE

Week 3
General observations about German cities
CEE

Week 4
The early peoples of Germany from the Iceman to the Romans
 
CEE

Week 5
Ancient Goths and their conflicts with the Romans
CEE

Week 6
Gothic religion and its influences on modern folklore and fairy tales
Mid-Term Test

Spring Break - March 





Week 7
Mid term grades due

Charlemagne and his successors.  From the Merovingian to the Hohenstauffen Empire

CEE

Week 8
Continue Charlemagne and his successors
Of knighthood and courtly culture. Early Germanic Literature
 
CEE

Week 9
Architecture, medieval music and Martin Luther
CEE

Week l0
Reformation, Counterreformation, Peasants War, 30 Years War
CEE

Week 11          Continue   from week 10
CEE

Week l2
German artists
 
CEE

Week l3
Highlights of the 18th, 19th and 20th  centuries
An update of current German affairs

Oral Reports

Week l4
Oral Reports

Oral Reports

Oral Reports

Final Exam - May 




