
German 3l2 - German Conversation
Spring 2008
Mrs. K. Thompson

Office: Holloway Hall 331

Office Hours: and by appointment

Text:    Communicating in German --on reserve in the library
Allerlei Zum Lesen 2nd ed. by Herman Teichert  
German in Review   and German in Review Quia Online Activities Pass card
Objectives:
The objectives of this course are to increase the oral and written skills of the 

student in the following ways:

l.
Provide an atmosphere in the classroom situation that will encourage spontaneous conversation in German.

2.
Work on correct pronunciation and intonation in German phrases and sentences.

3.
Increase a student's vocabulary in German.

4.
Increase and review the student’s grammar and syntax in both oral and written form.

5.
Increase the student's ability to read and comprehend modern German journalism (Bunte or Der Spiegel on-line or another German weekly magazine).

6.
To read, discuss and understand longer German works through German films.

Class Procedures:

Tuesday
l.
A diary in German is to be maintained by each student.  Mistakes will be marked on these and returned to the student for correction.  Then a grade will be placed on these according to how well they have been corrected.  Diaries will be due on Tuesdays.  A total of 8 diaries must be turned in during the semester.  There are l4 weeks of class, so you may allow yourself 6 skips.  One diary consists of seven daily entries each one page in length.  Use an 8x11 sheet of paper and skip every other line.
2.
On Tuesdays a chapter from Communicating in German will be due.  Vocabulary for this chapter must be learned prior to class.  Each class member will be asked to prepare a 5 minute speech based on the vocabulary in that chapter.  After the speeches have been presented open class discussion will follow on that topic.  If you miss your presentation for any reason it will have to be made up at the next meeting.  Each presentation will be worth 20 points.  If this becomes a problem, pop quizzes on the vocabulary will be given.



3.         Each Thursday you will need to turn in a summary of a Bunte or other news article.  It should have a copy of the article attached to it.  The translation should be in the best possible English.  It should not be a summary nor should the entire article be paraphrased.  Articles need not be long.  One page in English will do nicely.  Ten of these will be due during the semester.

Thursday         1. 
We will discuss the assigned reading selections from   Allerlei Zum Lesen.  And any other reading selections the instructor will provide.
2. From time to time grammar assignments will be made from the Quia German Review. These assignments will be due on Thursdays as well.
In addition to the above regular work a term project is to be presented and two finals will be given.  One will be on one of the stories and one on one of the chapters in Communicating in German.
Language Lab:  There is no language lab for this class.  The lab materials are the Quia on line Review exercises.  These chapters will be assigned based on the grammatical weaknesses that become evident during the course of this semester. These exercises are designed to improve your vocabulary and grammar skills.  You will need to complete them by the assigned due date since the due date will not be reopened after the date has been assigned.

It is the instructor’s view that since many of you will either be asked to teach German (if you are in the education program) or will need to use German in graduate school, that the German in Review text will not only be a good review of grammar for you but will also be a useful reference tool for you to keep.
Daily Grades and Tests:  Each student will be given daily grades based on his/her oral communication and participation in class.  Grading in the course will be as follows:

Class participation and attendance (approx. 280 points)




Diary & Bunte Articles (diary approx. 80 points, Bunte approx. 500 points)


Term project (approx. 100 points)








Finals (two at approx. 100 points each = 200 points total)

Immersion Weekend (approx. 100 points)  
             Quia exercises 10 points each chapter

A=100-90%, B=89-80%, C=79-70%, D=69-60%

Quizzes, if necessary will be announced in advance.  Term projects will fall due during prearranged class meetings.  (Weeks l0-l3).

Term projects are to be well-researched demonstrative speeches that are to be outlined and well organized reports of about 20 minutes in length.  Try to keep it related to Germany or German; otherwise you must obtain approval from the instructor.

Ex.
German eating customs and habits

German art of a certain time period

Cooking demonstrations

German music of a certain time period

Slide show of a certain German region

Final Exams:  The finals will be given during the week of final exams and the oral final is individualized and may be taken any time during exam week.

Class Attendance:  Three excused absences will be permitted.  It is this instructor's opinion that the nature of the course is such that excessive absences will almost certainly have an adverse effect on a student’s grade.

Attendance and its effect on Final Grade

AFTER 6 ABSENCES:  B- OPTIMUM

AFTER 9 ABSENCES:  C- OPTIMUM

AFTER 12 ABSENCES:  C- OPTIMUM

Make-up Exam Policy:  All students are expected to make up the exams.  All exams will be made up before the final exam is given.  They will all be made up on the same day at a time and place to be stated later.  Make up exams will not be the same as those given in class and they will in all probability be more difficult.

Immersion Weekend
This overnight experience will be required of all students in this class.  Details will be forthcoming and although it will be a very taxing experience it will also be a great deal of fun.  The exercise will be evaluated and receive a test grade.  In order to participate in this experience you must have a C average in this class or have the permission of the instructor.  In the event that you chose not to participate in this activity a 10 page research paper in German on a mutually agreed upon topic will be required.  This is to be a well documented and researched paper requiring a bibliography and footnotes with at least 2 sources in German.
