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II: WARS of the Roses

A) Questions

1. “The Wars of the Roses were the result not so much of royal weakness as of ‘Bastard Feudalism’”.  Discuss.

2. ‘The King’s Personality was central to political stability in the later fifteenth century.’ 
3. Discuss. 'There was no significant change in the status and power of the English nobility between 1471 and 1509'. Discuss
4. Was anything new in Yorkist government?

5. Why did the English Crown change heads so soften 1461-85?

6. Does Edward IV deserve his good reputation?

7. Did the revival of effective kingship after 1471 owe more to the Henry VII than to Edward IV?
8. What lessons did Edward IV learn from his overthrow in 1470?

9. Why was Richard III unable to keep his throne?

10. Can Richard III be defended?

B) General Bibliography

CSL Davies, Peace Print and Protestantism

F Du Boulay, An Age of Ambition: English Society in the late middle ages

MH Keen, England in the Later Middle Ages

JR Lander, Government and community: England 1450-1509

JAF Thompson, The Transformation of Medieval England

C) The Wars

Christine Carpenter, The Wars of the Roses (2005)

Christine Carpenter The  Wars  of  the  Roses:  Politics  and  the  Constitution  in  

England,  c.1437-1509 (1997)

JG Gillingham, The Wars of the Roses

“”
, 
‘Discontent and dethronement: England and Wales, 1376-1415’ 

and ‘The Wars of the Roses’ in Falkus and Gillingham, eds, The Historical 

Atlas of Great Britain


RL Storey, The End of the House of Lancaster


KB MacFarlane, “The Wars of the Roses” in Proceedings of the British Academy 

50 (1964)


Some useful articles:
TB Pugh, ‘The magnates, knights and gentry,’ in SB Chrimes, ed, Fifteenth-

century England


KB MacFarlane, “Bastard Feudalism” in Bulletin of the Institute of Historical 

Research, 20 (1945)


WH Dunham, “Lord Hastings’ indentured retainers’ in Transactions of the 

Connecticut Academy of Arts & Sciences, 39 (1955).


C Carpenter, “The Beauchamp Affinity: a study of bastard feudalism at work” in 

EHR, 95 (1980)


RA Griffiths, “Local Rivalries and national politics” in Speculum (1968)


GL Harriss, “The Struggle for Calais,” HER 75 (1960)


RA Griffiths, “The sense of dynasty in the reign of Henry VI” in Ross, ed, 

Patronage, Pedigree and Power

DAL Morga, ‘The King’s affinity in the polity of Yorkist England.’ In Transactions 

of the RHS, 23 (1973)


KP Walton, “The Wars of the Roses,” in Frank W. Thackeray and John E. 

Findling, eds., Events that Changed Great Britain from 1066-1714, 

(Connecticut: Greenwood Publishing Group, 28 February 2004), chapter 7.
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III: Henry VII and VIII

A) Questions

1. How did Henry VII secure the Tudor Dynasty in England

2. “Henry VII installed not only a new dynasty but also a new form of government.” Discuss

3. How did the results of the  Wars of the Roses affect developments in England from 1485-1547?

4. How did finances affect the reign of Henry VII

5. ‘The Politics of the reign of Henry VIII were Court politics.’ Discuss.

6. How did Henry VIII’s ego affect his politics.

7. How popular was the early reformation?

8. Was Henry VIII truly a mover in the Protestant Reformation?

9. Marie de Guise rejected Henry VIII’s offer of marriage by saying, “though tall, my neck is not long enough to be his wife.”  How did Henry’s marriages affect England and his own reputation?

10. 'The opponents of the Henrician Reformation had no common cause'. Discuss.
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IV: Edward and Mary: The Little Tudors


A) Questions

1. Why did the Tudor people Rebel against their rulers?

2. Was there an Educational Revolution in the mid-16th century?

3. ‘”Continuity” is scarcely more helpful than “crisis” in characterizing the years 1547-58.’ Discuss.

4. What were the religious changes under the little Tudors 

5. How did international relations affect the reigns of Mary and Edward?
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IV: Scotland & Women’s Rule:  

A) Questions

1. What was more important to the Scots in the 16th century: religion or politics?

2. How were the Scots able to maintain independence during the 16th century?

3. Did Somerset’s drive for a “Great Britain” end up having a result on its ultimate occurrence?

4. Was Mary Queen of Scots truly a failure?  How was she influenced by her gender and her politics?

5. Was the political structure of Scotland truly stable before the reign of Mary Stuart?

6. How did the deposition of Mary affect Scottish politics and religion in the 2nd half of the 16th century?

7. What were the debates about Women’s Rule in the 16th Century? 

8. Did women in power affect the growth of the nation-state in the Early Modern Period? (see books under Mary and Elizabeth)
9. Was the Early Modern Period beneficial or harmful to the status of women?
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a. Politics
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V: The Reign of Elizabeth I

A) Questions

1. “The idea of a ‘growth of opposition’ in the Tudor parliaments is grossly misconceived.”  Discuss

2. What were the strengths and weaknesses of Elizabethan government?

3. What were the aims and achievements of the Elizabethan puritans?

4. How was the question of succession an important issue in Elizabeth’s reign?
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VI: Economy and Society in Early Modern Britain

A) Questions

1. How Revolutionary were the agricultural changes of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries?

2. How severe were the strains placed on English society by the economic and demographic changes of the early modern period, and how did society cope with those strains

3. What were the main changes that took place in family structure and in attitudes towards the family in early modern England?

4. How did the reformation influence accusations of witchcraft in 16th and 17th centuries Britain

5. Did life improve for the lower classes over the Tudor Stuart period?

6. Why did the English people begin hunting witches in the sixteenth century and stop hunting them in the seventeenth?

7. Should Early-modern England be characterized as deeply fractured along the lines of power and wealth?
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VII: General Works

A) England
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B) Ireland, Scotland and Wales
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C) Formation of Britain
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VIII: James VI & I and Charles I

A) Questions

1. “A battleground for court factions”.  Is this an adequate description of Parliament 1603-29?

2. James I was the first of the British kings to rule in two kingdoms.  How did his being Scottish affect the kingdoms on both sides of the border?

3. Was religion or finance a more important question in the reign of James I?

4. James I traditionally has been seen as a weak king, but recent historiography has been revising that image.  Do you think James ruled well?  Why or why not?

5. How did the role of parliament grow during the reign of James I?

6. Charles I was not groomed to be king.  Discuss.

7. “A bad English king and no king in Scotland.”  Do you agree with this analysis of Charles I?  

8. Charles I’s lack of understanding of his kingdom led to his fatal mistakes during his personal rule. Discuss

9. Laud and Stafford as Charles’ favorites, were more implemental in his problems than he was himself.  Discuss.

B)  Politics
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1. Why did Civil War break out in England in 1642
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