Great Britain 1660 – the Present

History 311 Salisbury University, Spring 2007

Caruthers 116, TR 2-3.15

Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 
W 2.15-5.15 and by appointment

Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
X36502

E-mail: 
kpwalton@salisbury.edu

Course Description and Objectives: 

The course begins in 1660 with the restoration of the monarchy and winds its way through the creation of the United Kingdom to its rise as the world power to the loss of its empire and search for its role in the new world order.  In the class we will discuss the growth of national identity, the benefits and the problems of Empire, the effects of the industrial revolution, the growing role of parliament in government and the decline of the monarchy, as well as social and cultural developments from the coffee shops of the early 18th century to the Beatles and international cultural imperialism of the 20th.  How do social, cultural, political, and economic changes intersect throughout British history to create new institutions, ideas, and structures?  Why do some of these institutions fail while others succeed?

Course Requirements:

Assessments:

Geography quiz 

5%

In-class writings 
10%

Cumulative final examination 
20%

3-5 page paper*
10%

 

Mid-term examination 

15% 

8-10 page paper* 
20%

Class Participation

10%

Class Presentation
10%

* If you are interested in registering a paper for the class/history department, you may combine the 3-5pp and the 8-10pp papers for one (1) 12-15pp paper worth 30% of your grade.  For this paper, you will be required to utilize primary source material and to stop by my office hours (or set up an appointment) to discuss this paper in person with me at least once during the semester.

Your class grade will include one in class presentation that must involve the use of at least one outside book/article related to the day’s assignment.  Using primary source material is heartily suggested, though not required.  In addition, your presentation will require use of the “smart classroom” via power point or another style of supplementation.  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade being lowered (in other words, a grade of “A” will become a grade of “B”) (each additional absence after 3 will continue to lower your grade).  With regard to the research paper, if you would like it to count for one of the History Department required papers, it should be 12-15 pages and utilize at least one primary source.  Please inform the professor if you would like your paper to be eligible for registration (see below for more information).

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.

There are many sources available for your use via the internet, the library here on campus or the library at College Park, via interlibrary loan.  The Library can help you if you need assistance ordering a book from a different library.  I may periodically send out emails to you with websites including primary source or other interesting material.  I may include this as REQUIRED reading for the course, so make certain you check your email regularly.  As should be obvious to anyone in an upper division course, Plagiarism is WRONG and will result in an automatic “0” or F on the assignment and a possible failing of the course.  The maximum penalty at the university for plagiarism is a possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  Please see me if you have any questions.

The most significant tip I have: do not turn in the first drafts of your papers.  That means you need to outline your ideas, write them down, and revise (and revise) them.  A first draft is not a final draft.  I will be looking for well-written papers with solid content.  Conveying ideas in a precise manner is one of the most important aspects of history and other fields. You must cite the sources you use – including e-texts and web-based information, as well as traditional forms of published information.

For your papers, I require you to use either footnotes or endnotes and follow the form denoted by Kate Turabian in the Chicago Manual of Style.  In addition, I expect all of your papers and essays to have a Thesis statement and a solid argument.  Your long research paper will require the use of at least 5 library secondary sources as well as some primary source material.  If you plan to use the paper for one of your major papers, you should have already taken (or currently be enrolled in) Proseminar, and then you should choose the longer option for the research paper.  You will be required to turn in a topic with a thesis statement and a bibliography in advance of the due date of the paper.  If you do not turn in the topic for pre-approval, your grade will automatically be deducted by at least one grade.  

The Professor reserves the right to change aspects of this course if necessary and with a verbal announcement to students during class time.

SYLLABUS

Required Readings: 

Engels, F. Conditions of the English Working Class (Oxford)

Forster, E.M., A Passage to India (Harvest)

Lukars, John Yale, The Duel (Yale UP)

Pottle, ed., Boswell’s London Journey (Yale UP)

Willcox & Arnstein, Age of Aristocracy 1688-1830 (Houghton-Mifflin)

Arnstein, Britain Yesterday and Today (Houghton-Mifflin)

Additional documents as assigned

THE COURSE:

SECTION ONE:  TWO KINGDOMS, ONE ISLE: ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND 1660-1707

Week One, 1/30 – 2/1: Introduction, Background to the Restoration

Reading:  Willcox, 1-6 

Lectures:  Introduction to class, a Background to Britain and the Restoration.

Week Two, 2/5- 2/7: From Restoration to a Glorious Revolution 

Reading: 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/17women.html; (women in revolution) http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1679habeascorp.html; (writ of habeas corpus) http://www.history.rochester.edu/London_Gazette/0937/plain.htm; (London newspaper)

http://libertyonline.hypermall.com/Locke/second/second-7.html; (John Locke)  

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/england.htm; http://www.pictphd.demon.co.uk/spm/news_05.htm 

Willcox, 6-38; 

Lectures:   The Restoration, CABAL and Charles II, James II to Glorious Revolution, 

*Tuesday 5 February.  Short Quiz on British geography

*NO CLASS THURSDAY 7 February!  Work on Paper ideas

Week Three, 2/13-2/15: From Glorious Revolution to Union, British Culture & Society; Reading:
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1670coffee.html; 


 
Willcox, 38 - 78; 

Lectures:  The Reign of William and Mary, Scottish troubles, Irish troubles, Early colonization, And the Union. British culture and society in the late 17th/early 18th century; 

SECTION TWO:  BRITAIN IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

· Boswell, Introduction and 1762, 15 Nov - 31 Dec 1762 AND 25 Jan – 13 March AND 25 April to the end due by 1 March 
Week Four, 2/20-22: Queen Anne to Walpole; The Enlightenment in England and Scotland, A 

Couple of Georges
Reading:  
Ron Harris, “The Bubble Act: Its Passage and Its Effects on Business 

Organization,” available on JSTOR

Willcox, 79-148 

Lectures:  The south sea bubble, the 1st minister, and 2 Wars;  Slavery and The Enlightenment, 

George I and II

Week Five, 2/27-3/1:  The Age of George III

Reading:  http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/henry.html

Thomas Prasch, Review of “Madness of King George” in AHR, vol 100, # 4, (1995), 

p. 1225-1226.  available on JSTOR

Willcox, 149-185, 218-223; 

Lectures:  Pitt, The Madness of King George and the loss of the 1st Empire

· DUE Tuesday 27 February: Topics for Research paper, including Thesis statement and Bibliography (this must be 5 library sources and at least one primary source if you are doing the longer version)
· DUE Thursday 1 March, 2-3 pp. Essay on Boswell’s London Journey – How does Boswell illuminate an aspect of everyday life for someone of his social class in mid-18th c London?

Weeks Six and Seven, 3/6-3/15:  Industrial Revolution, Religious Revival, the Impact of the French Revolution, and the Union with Ireland

Reading: 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1786machines.html (woollen workers)

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/mw-vind.html (skim - Mary Wollstonecraft)

http://www.uhb.fr/langues/cei/unionact.htm (ireland union)

Willcox, 186-218, 223--255, 259-261 

Lectures:  Industrial Revolution, French Revolution, New ideas of social reform, Wolfe Tone and the end of the Irish Parliament,

* Thursday 15 MARCH – MIDTERM EXAM: The Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Week Eight, 3/20-3/22: SPRING BREAK, No Class

SECTION III: ENGLAND IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY: Reform and Empire

· Engels due by 5 April for class discussion

· Forster due by 19 April for class discussion
Week Nine, 3/27-3/29:  Napolean, the Empire expands, and the Great Reform Act of 1832

Reading:  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1832macaulay-reform.html
Start Engels

Willcox, 255-258, 262-end, Arnstein, 1-18  

Lectures:  Trafalgar and Napolean, Growing Empire, Near East to India, The Reform Act, summary and discussion
Week Ten, 4/3-4/5:  Railway, Laissez Faire and Palmerston

Reading:  
Finish Engels

“The Economic Impact of the Famine in the Short and Long Run” Kevin O'Rourke The American Economic Review  Vol. 84, No. 2, Papers and Proceedings of the Hundred and Sixth Annual Meeting of the American Economic Association (May, 1994), pp. 309-313; available on JSTOR

Arnstein, 19-74; http://65.107.211.206/victorian/history/chadwick2.html 
Lectures:  Victorian years, part I: reform, Peel and Repeal, Famine and industry; Foreign relations and the opium trade

Week Eleven, 4/10 – 4/12:  The mid-Victorian years 

Reading:  Arnstein, 75-134 
Lectures:  Victorian Culture and Society: the aristocrats and the Dickensian poor; War and empire, Reform.

Week Twelve, 4/17 – 4/19: Late Victorian Years and the sun never sets? http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/nightingale-rural.html 

Reading:  
Arnstein, 135-211, 



Forster, entire book by 4/19

Lectures:  Disraeli and Gladstone, Ireland, social change, The weakening of the empire

SECTION IV: BRITAIN IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY:  WARS AND IMPERIAL DECLINE

· Lukars due by 3 May for class discussion

Week Thirteen, 4/24 – 4/26: The Road to World War and its aftermath

Reading:  
“Defining Militancy: Radical Protest, the Constitutional Idiom, and Women's Suffrage in Britain, 1908-1909” Laura E. Nym Mayhall The Journal of British Studies Vol. 39, No. 3 (Jul., 2000), pp. 340-371; available on JSTOR

“Moderate Nationalism and the Irish Revolution, 1916-1923” Paul Bew The Historical Journal  Vol. 42, No. 3 (Sep., 1999), pp. 729-749; available on JSTOR.

Arnstein, 211-300 
Lectures:  The build-up of war, Women’s Rights and Suffrage, Ireland, The Peace and the fall of Lloyd George

Week Fourteen, 5/1-5/3 Churchill, World War II, and a New World Order

Reading:  Arnstein, 301-388; Lukars, entire book by 3 May

Lectures:  Depression, Labour government, the Rise of Churchill and WWII, The aftermath: end of empire, beginning of cold war.

Week Fifteen, 5/8– 5/10:  the 1960s, Cultural Imperialism, and The Question of Northern Ireland

Readings: “Psychological Characteristics of Beatle Mania” Evan Davies Journal of the History of 

 Ideas,  Vol. 30, No. 2 (Apr.,1969), pp. 273-280; Available on JSTOR

“Repression and the Liberal State: The Case of Northern Ireland, 1969-1972,” Robert W. 

White; Terry Falkenberg White, The Journal of Conflict Resolution  Vol. 39, No. 2 (Jun., 

1995), pp. 330-352; available on JSTOR.

Arnstein, 389-463
Lectures:  The Beatles, the 70s and Northern Ireland

Week Sixteen, 5/15:  The 80s, 90s, and Britain’s future
Readings:  
“Margaret Thatcher on Shaping a New Global Community” Margaret Thatcher Population and Development Review Vol. 16, No. 3 (Sep., 1990), pp. 604-605. available on JSTOR



“'What Kind of Vision is That?' British Public Attitudes towards the European 

Community during the Thatcher Era” Jorgen Rasmussen British Journal of Political Science  Vol. 27, No. 1 (Jan., 1997), pp. 111-118, available on JSTOR

Arnstein, 463-end 

Lectures:  The EU? Thatcherism to Major, The Blair ascendenancy, devolution and the future of the British Isles. Exam Review.

* Due Tuesday 15 May, Research Paper
Final Exam:  Friday 18 May 1.30 pm.  

* The content of this syllabus may be changed with announcement by professor in class


