World Civilizations 1500 to present

History 101, Salisbury 
University, Spring 2009

Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 
TR 11-12, W Rotating, and By Appointment
Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
x36502

E-mail: 
kpwalton@salisbury.edu
Course Description and Objectives: 

Why a course on World Civilizations?

This course is about the history of World Civilizations.  During the semester, we will face the simple task of covering 500 years of history – and we will be studying Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia, and the Americas.  Obviously, we cannot cover such a chronologically and geographically diverse subject in great depth.  We will, however, look at some aspects of World Civilizations in greater detail than other aspects.  But we will also demonstrate that history is not simply about dates.  The study of history involves literature, economics, religion, politics, science, anthropology, art, theater, international relations, law, and almost any subject you can study here at Salisbury University.    We will study the creation of modern states and governments, observe the impact of religion on political and social life, and analyze the interactions between civilizations.  We will also learn about different cultures at different periods of time – all of which help to create our modern, multi-cultural world.  The goal of this class is to integrate many different subjects in order to demonstrate some of the reasons why our society has developed into what it is today.  In addition, this class aims to show you the importance of critical thinking and various examples of subjective thought.

Proposed 102 Goals:

· Comprehend the influence environmental factors had on the development of civilizations 

· Identify different political systems such as autocracy, democracy and republic 

· Understand the impact of religion on politics and society 

· Recognize the valuable contributions of various cultures to the world 

Course Enhancement


As part of the Fulton School of Liberal Arts curriculum reform, this course has been modified from three to four credits, allowing us to explore this subject in greater depth.  This is accomplished through increased course content, undergraduate research, and higher level critical thinking exercises.
Course Requirements:

Assessments:

Geography quizzes (4)

20%

Mid-term examination


15%

Cumulative final examination 
20%

Class Participation


5%



Class Presentation

5%

Reaction papers/in-class writings
7.5%

Research Paper (8-10pp)***
15%

Global News Watch


5%


Research Paper Review
7.5%

** YOU MAY replace this paper with an alternate creative project – film, fiction, etc, WITH permission of professor.  The Professor will consider any style of alternate project, but it has to demonstrate an equal academic rigor to that of writing a paper.  If you do, you will not engage in the long paper analysis and the grade for that will be added to your final exam: Final worth 27.5%.
Your class grade will include one in class presentation that must involve the use of at least one outside book/article related to the day’s assignment.  In addition, your presentation will require use of the “smart classroom” via power point or another style of supplementation.  You will receive further information 
Course Requirements, cont’d
about the presentations during the semester.  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading 
for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade lowering by a full grade (ie. An “A” will become a “B" and each additional absence after 3 will continue to lower your grade).  You will note that class participation is 10% of your grade.  This will include discussion in class on the subject matter and books.

You will note that one of the class requirements is the “Global News Watch.”  As this is a world civilizations class, it is important to understand what is happening in the world today (and this class will help you understand that!).  As a result, you will be required to look up news stories before each class, concerning SOME newsworthy occurrence outside of the USA.  You will be responsible for that news story at the beginning of every class & may be asked to follow one specific news event for a portion of the semester.  With the web, you are now able to access international newspapers – if you can look up things on international paper web-sites or places like the BBC, you may get a different perspective from what is reported on the US, so I heartily suggest (for the benefit of your own grade) that you move beyond traditional American news reports.


The due dates for the papers and exams are noted on the course schedule.  In addition, your reading assignments are given by the week.  

For Study assistance for the Map quizzes: I will be using the following web sites for blank maps and those from which you will need to know the information:

http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxindex.htm 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/index.html 

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.  You will be expected to write reaction papers at home or in-class for each of the external readings for this class.  For these writings, I expect you to have a thesis statement and to defend that thesis statement using examples from the book.  These papers will be 1-2pp long and demonstrate your understanding of the entire text.  You will be allowed to use your book during the writings.  The reaction papers will not be book reviews, but instead, you should take one aspect of the book and write a short argument about that aspect, and how it demonstrates something about the period of history covered by the text. DO NOT write longer than 2pp for any reaction paper.  The professor will stop reading at the end of page 2.
In addition to the assigned reaction papers, you will be required to be prepared to discuss the assigned readings, particularly the documents, in class, as part of your class participation grade.  All reaction papers and in-class writings will be graded on a √+, √, √-, F scale, graded down from an A.  

You will also note that the course requires you to write one research paper.  The research paper should be on an aspect of World – NON-US – history after 1500. For this paper, you will be assigned a partner in the class who will analyze a rough draft of your paper and give you suggestions on how to make that paper A quality work.  The analyses will be graded both on the grammatical and the substantial comments made on the papers.  This is worth a substantial part of your grade, and you should plan to work on these papers as if you were analyzing them for a final grade. Instead of the research paper, you do have the option to do a creative project – you are required to see the professor if you would like to take this option.
Writing Across the Curriculum, cont’d
In addition, you will have 2 written exams – all ids and essays.  You will receive a study guide before the exam and will be expected to follow the requirements as described on the study guide.  Again, make sure you give a thesis statement for your essays and make certain you write in full sentences.  The exams will NOT be open-book, and you will be asked to make the following pledge at the end of your work: “I, {insert name}, did not give or receive help on this exam.”

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to cheat on exams or to represent the work of others as their own.  As should be obvious to anyone at Salisbury University, PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING ARE WRONG and are acts of “academic dishonesty.” The term “academic dishonesty” means a deliberate and deceptive misrepresentation of one’s own work. Instances of academic dishonesty include all, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Plagiarism: presenting as one’s own work, whether literally or in paraphrase, the work of another author.

(2) Turning in the same paper for multiple courses.

(3) Cheating on exams, tests, and quizzes; the wrongful giving or accepting of unauthorized exam material; and the use of illegitimate sources of information.

(4) Unsanctioned collaboration with other individuals in the completion of course assignments.

(5) Falsifying data and use of fraudulent methods in laboratory, field work, and COMPUTER WORK.

(6) Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments.

There are no mitigating circumstances to justify academic dishonesty. IF you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or plagiarism, please ask – Ignorance is no excuse. Discovery of academic dishonesty will bring stiff penalties, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The maximum penalty at Salisbury University for plagiarism is possible expulsion from the entire USM system, so for your own sakes, DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  
The Course:
Required Readings: 

Craig, The Heritage of World Civilizations
Louise Levathes, When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-33

Bernal Diaz, The Conquest of New Spain

Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost

Gandhi, Gandhi an Autobiography: The Story of my Experiments with Truth

Elizabeth Fernea, Guest of the Sheik

Various Documents to be assigned

Syllabus

PART I: THE AGE OF EXPLORATION & COLONIZATION

Week One Introduction and China Before Exploration (week of 1/27)
Reading:  
Craig,  Chapter 19 (concentrate on China, pp. 563-576)



Levathes, entire book


Lectures:  General Overview. China in the 16th Century

Week Two: Europe, Africa, and the beginnings of Expansion (week of 2/3)
Reading:  
Craig, Chapter 16
Lectures:  Why did Exploration occur?, Fall of Constantinople, Prester John, Technological Revolution

· Due Tuesday, In-Class Writing on Levathes

Weeks Three and Four: Exploration Begins: East and West (weeks of 2/10, 2/17)
Reading: 
Bernal Diaz, entire Book (for Thursday, Week 3)


Craig, Chapter 17, pp. 492-95
Lectures:   Columbus, Diaz and the Spanish “discovery” of America. The Mission.

· DUE: Thursday Week 4 – Reaction Paper to Bernal Diaz

Week Five: Europe and the Age of Reformation (week of 2/24)
Reading: 
Craig, Chapter 17, pp. 496-516;
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/luther-jews.html
http://history.hanover.edu/texts/comserv.html; 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/cramner-hen8.html; http://www.swrb.ab.ca/newslett/actualnls/FirBlast.htm (Skim, this one is long)

Lectures:  The Protestant Reformation, The Catholic Reformation, 16th Century England & Scotland (Henry VIII, the wives, Elizabeth and Mary Queen of Scots).

· Tuesday, Map Quiz on the Geography of Europe

· Due Thursday, Thesis statement and Bibliography for Research Paper (with 4 LIBRARY Sources) – or 1 page proposal for creative project
Week Six:  The Ottoman Empire (week of 3/3) – No Class on Thursday, Week Six (3/5) work on research paper/creative project
Reading:  
Craig, Chapter 21, pp. 646-654
Lectures:  The Ottoman Empire
· Tuesday, Map Quiz on the Geography of Asia

Week Seven:  Safavids and Mughals (week of 3/10)
Reading:  
Craig, Chapter 21, finish
Lectures: Safavids and Mughals
· THURSDAY Midterm Exam 1: The Age of Colonization  and Exploration

Week 8 – Spring Break: No Class

PART II: The Age of Empire and Democracy?

Weeks Nine and Ten: 17th Century Europe, The European Enlightenment Revolution and National Identity: Europe in the long 19th Century (weeks of 3/24, 3/31)
 Reading: 
Craig, Chapters 17 (512-end), Chapters 22-24; 

Lectures:  17th Century Crisis, Enlightenment Thought, American colonies; revolution on both sides of the Atlantic.  The rise of Romantic Nationalism, Napolean and his vision of Empire, 1848.
· Thursday, week ten: Research Paper draft to partner
Week Eleven: Industrial Revolution and Empire: Africa (week of 4/7)

Reading:   King Leopold, Craig, Chapter 25, Chpt 27, 864-875)
Lectures:  The Push of the Industrial Revolution around the world: and its social impact. The Scramble for Africa…

· Thursday, Map Quiz of Africa
Week Twelve: China & Japan (week of 4/14)
Reading: 
Craig, Chapter 19 (concentrate on 572-578, 583-590), Chapter 28

Lectures:  
China & the question of Opium; Japan’s industrial revolution & reaction to the west.
· Tuesday, Reaction Paper to Leopold

· Thursday Research Paper Comments to professor
PART III:  THE INTERNATIONAL WORLD: the 20th century

Week Thirteen: India and Latin America (week of 4/21)
Reading:  
Gandhi, entire book



Craig, Chapter 27, pp. 847-862; Chapter 26
Lectures:   Growth of Nationalism in Latin America; the rise of authoritarianism, and the growth of Marxism.  Questions of the conflict in Colombia

· Tuesday, Reaction Paper to Gandhi

· Thursday, Map Quiz, Latin America

Week Fourteen:  The World Wars (week of 4/28)
Reading: 
Craig, Chapters 29-31
Lectures:  World War I and World War II.

Week Fifteen, The Cold War & American Imperialism (week of 5/5)
Readings:
Craig, Chapter 32
Lectures:  The Cold War & Dr. Strangelove.

Week Sixteen:  Conclusion: To The 21st Century: The Middle East and South Asia (5/12)
Readings:
Craig, Chapter 33-34 (concentrate on Ch. 34, pp. 1111-1129)

 Fernea, entire book

Lectures:  The Arab-Israeli conflict.  What does the middle-eastern world mean to us?  India, Pakistan and the Hindu-Islamic conflict.  Exam Review.
· Tuesday, Reaction Paper to Fernea

*FINAL EXAM : Monday 18 May, 4.15 pm – location tba
*Due by the Final Exam: FINAL RESEARCH PAPER
* Information on this syllabus is subject to change with notice in class from the professor


