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Fall 2009
Honors 311

Silicon Valley: Nerdvana from a Garage
Dr. Adams

Class by Class Assignments

Week 1: Viewing the Valley from Afar

Mon. Aug. 31

Introduction to an unusual place
Wed. Sept. 2
Read “The Silicon Valley Habitat,” pp. 1-15 and “Mysteries of the Region,” pp. 16-39 (Lee).
Week 2: Origins 

Mon. Sept. 7

No class—Labor Day

Wed. Sept. 9


Read “How Silicon Valley Came to Be” (Kenney: 15-47); 
Porter, “Clusters and the New Economics of Competition,” Harvard Business Review (Nov./Dec. 1998): 77-90
Week 3: Fred, Bill, and Dave

Mon. Sept. 14
Read Adams, “Stanford University and Fredrick Terman’s Blueprint for Innovation in the Knowledge Economy,” (Clarke, Lamoreaux, and Usselman, The Challenge of Remaining Innovative): 169-190.
Wed. Sept. 16
Read Malone, The Big Score (“Profile: The Aristocrats”): 25-49; Bronson, Nudist on the Late Shift (“Introduction”): xiii-xxxv.
Week 4: Cold War Legacy

Mon. Sept. 21
Read “A Profile of the Valley’s Evolving Structure” (Lee: 46-58); “The Biggest Angel of Them All” (Kenney: 48-67).
Wed. Sept. 23


Discuss Silicon Valley Builders


Submit Silicon Valley Builders Paper

Week 5: The Coming of Semiconductors

Mon. Sept. 28
Read Malone, “Shockley and the Pirates,” 51-72 
Wed. Sept. 30
Read “Fairchild Semiconductor” (Lee: 158-183).
Week 6: Entrepreneurship and Creative Destruction

Mon. Oct. 5

Read “Venture Capital” (Kenney: 98-123)
Wed. Oct. 7
Read Bower and Christensen, “Disruptive Technologies: Catching the Wave,” Harvard Business Review (Jan./Feb. 1995): 43-53; “Serendipity or Strategy?” (Lee: 184-199).
Week 7: The PC Revolution

Mon. Oct. 12

View “Impressing Their Friends”

Read Cringely, Accidental Empires (“Amateur Hour”): 48-72; Rogers and Larsen, Silicon Valley Fever (“The Apple Story”): 3-24.
Wed. Oct. 14

View “Riding the Bear”

Read Cringely, “Role Models,” 73-92 and “Chairman Bill will Lead . . ,” 93-118. 
Week 8: Trade Secrets

Mon. Oct. 19

View “Great Artists Steal”
Read Chesbrough, “Graceful Exits and Missed Opportunities,” Business History Review (Winter 2002): 803-837.
Wed. Oct. 21


Read “Dealmakers and Counselors,” (Kenney: 71-97).
Week 9: Problem or Paradise?

Mon. Oct. 26

Read Joint Venture Silicon Valley, An Economy At Risk

Submit Outline of Term Project
Wed. Oct. 28


Read “Networks of Immigrant Entrepreneurs” (Lee: 248-268).
Week 10: Internet Success Story

Mon. Nov. 2
Read Stross, eBoys, “The Right Answer”: 3-14; “Good People,” 15-29; “Accidents Happen,” 48-60.
Wed. Nov. 4
Read Stross, “Getting Out,” 171-183; “Off the Dole,” 218-230; “Crash,” 261-274.
Week 11: Excesses of a Bubble

Mon. Nov. 9
Read Bronson, “The Programmers,” 98-138 


Wed. Nov. 11
Read Stross, “Go Big or Go Home,” 30-47; “Go Fast or Go Home,” 195-205; “Hoover Dam,” 275-287.

Week 12:  A Geographic Class System

Mon. Nov. 16
Read Florida, The Rise of the Creative Class, “The Power of Place,” 215-234, “The Geography of Creativity,” 235-248, and “Technology, Talent, and Tolerance,” 249-266.
Wed. Nov. 18


Midterm Exam
Week 13: Web 2.0

Mon. Nov. 23

TBA
Wed. Nov. 25
No class—Thanksgiving break

Week 14: Replicating and Renewing Silicon Valley

Mon. Nov. 30


Read “Institutions and Economies” (Kenney: 218-240).
Wed. Dec. 2
TBA
Week 15: Wrap Up
Mon. Dec. 7

Presentations

Submit Term Project

Wed. Dec. 9


Presentations
