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HONORS SEMINAR
Fall 2009
Silicon Valley: Nerdvana from a Garage 

Dr. Adams

Course Description
Silicon Valley turns 100 years old this year. In this class, we will
· Examine the significance of this high-tech region and determine how a collection of orchards was transformed into what has been called “the largest legal creation of wealth in the history of the planet.” 
· Explore the garage-based culture of the Valley, and how geekdom became cool in the playground of Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, and the Google guys. 
· Discuss whether Silicon Valley is a uniquely American phenomenon.

· Follow the Valley’s periodic reinvention of itself.

· Trace attempts around the world to replicate this engine of innovation in places with names like Silicon Forest, Silicon Island, Silicon Bog, and Silicon Wadi.

Course Texts
We will use three required books, plus several other articles and chapters. Available in the bookstore are:
1) Martin Kenney, ed., Understanding Silicon Valley
2) Chong-Moon Lee, et al., eds, The Silicon Valley Edge
You will need to purchase a third (Randall Stross, eBoys) on your own.
Other readings will be available two ways:
1) E-reserve for all other readings (except Harvard Business Review.). Instructions from Blackwell catalog:
A) Click “course reserves”

B) Search by instructor’s name

C) Click on Internet link

D) Enter password:  adamsf09

2) Harvard Business Review (see separate instructions)
Class Operation and Participation
This is a seminar; learning for each depends on the active involvement of all. You must do all the readings, prepare all the cases, and answer all the questions in the course outline ahead of time. The quality of your class participation will help determine your course grade. Attendance is mandatory. More than three absences will harm your grade.

Prerequisites
All students must be part of the honors program.
Withdrawals

If you wish to withdraw from the course, it is your responsibility to complete the proper paperwork. Ceasing to attend class does not automatically cause you to be removed from the class roster. If you cease to attend and your name remains on the roster, you will receive an “F.”

Instructor

Stephen B. Adams, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Management

Office: Room 179B, Caruthers Hall

Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 10:45-12:45; 5:45-6:15; and by appointment

(410) 677-5058   sbadams@salisbury.edu

Professor Adams holds degrees from the University of California at Davis (A.B.), the University of Michigan (M.B.A.), and Johns Hopkins University (Ph.D.). He is the author of Mr. Kaiser Goes to Washington: The Rise of a Government Entrepreneur (University of North Carolina Press, 1997) and, with Orville R. Butler, Manufacturing the Future: A History of Western Electric (Cambridge University Press, 1999). His current project, Before the Garage, is a book on the development of Silicon Valley.

He has worked in corporate finance in Silicon Valley, and in valuation, consulting for firms in electronics, telecommunications, chemicals, broadcasting, and sports, including extensive work with firm founders. He is a principal with the consulting firm BHG.
