Alternative assignment for Easter break

Materials:  Access to Excel and internet, graphing calculator
Due:  April 20, 2006

Assignment:

Instead of meeting for 2.5 hours over your break, I am assigning an alternative assignment that will be used to take the place of those hours.  We have been working a lot with the spreadsheet and graphing calculator.  I have found a good article that discusses four algebra word problems that can be tackled with the spreadsheet.  
This article is found at: 
http://www.worldwebdynamics.com/lou/GuessCheckSS/default.htm
For your alternative assignment, you are to:

1. Read the article.
2.  Pick one of the four problems to actually carry out as the author suggests on the spreadsheet.  You will turn in a printed copy of your results. This should include a copy of the spreadsheet and a verbal description of your solution.

3. Adapt the problem to the graphing calculator.  Write up a quick paragraph as to how you would do this.  Be specific (you can stay at the level of “create list 1”—but do not need to say how you create list 1).
4. Turn in a paragraph that discusses the relative advantages and disadvantages of using the spreadsheet vs the graphing calculator to do this problem.
Note:  You will be turning in three items that are bolded above:  

1. your actual spreadsheet solution to the problem of your choice  

2. a paragraph that explains how to adapt the problem to the graphing calculator

3. a paragraph that discusses the advantages and disadvantages of using the spreadsheet vs the graphing calculator to do this problem

