Session 3

1.   Computer work time:  Last week you did not have enough time to complete the work I had listed under “computer work time”.  Hence I am going to restate what you are to do here and I want to spend 45-60 minutes on it.

a) We are going to explore some population growth models next week so I want you to gather some population data from:

· http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/1990s/popclockest.txt
· http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html
  Email me the data that you find with the website address of where you found it.  
b) With the Olympics going on, this is the perfect time to collect some real world data.  I want you to do a “treasure hunt” and find some good data from the Olympics for us to play with.  You get to decide what you think good data is and we will discuss what I think is good data later.  
Email me the data that you find with the website address of where you found it.  
c)  Explore some of the materials on the following websites

http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
http://illuminations.nctm.org/Activities.aspx?grade=3&grade=4
and check out some materials that reflect the Algebra standard.  In the following weeks we will look at other standards so just make this one the focus this week.  A good activity can address multiple standards.  

1. After looking around the sites, find at least one activity (short or long) that you would be willing to try in your classroom sometime over the next week.  Make plans to do so and implement the activity.  You will report back either next week or the week after on how it went.

2. If time allows, we will share our activities or other cool stuff we have found on these two sites.  
2. Computer Work time:  Excel
1. We are going to spend some time on learning the basics of Excel.  There is also a free tutorial that you can go through at:

                                                 http://www.usd.edu/trio/tut/excel/
      2.  If time allows, we will try to put some of our data in excel and take a look at it.

3.   Algebra standard
Grades 6-8   at http://standards.nctm.org/document/chapter6/alg.htm
4.  Activities

1. Visual number line http://www.mathsonline.co.uk/freesite_tour/resource/whiteboard/decimals/dec_notes.html
· The use of applets vs hands-on work

· Posing of thoughtful questions

· Adjustments

· Standards

5.  Individual Reflection

Could you use any of the ideas/activities in your own classroom?  What, when, and how?

You will be turning in your responses to this in your journal.   

DATA from part 1
Here is some of what was sent, I have inserted some possible questions that could be asked. 

Population data
Zach’s data 
Carols data
Mike’s data
Sarah’s data
Huda’s data
Olympic data

Zach’s numerous links


http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/olympics/2006/results/sn_w_singles.html#SNW0012
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/olympics/2006/results/as_m_combined.html#ASM1002
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/olympics/2006/medals/tracker/
Sarah’s findings
             Click here
Carol’s link


http://www.nbcolympics.com/medals/1599001/detail.html
Huda’s links


http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/olympics/2006/results/lg_x_doubles.html#LGX0201

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/olympics/2006/results/st_w_500m.html#STW0051
