The graphing calculator

When do you use the lists L1, L2, L3…. In the stat editor and when do you use the tables?

I would say that if you knew the equation of a relationship between two quantities then use the tables by carrying out the following:


Hit the                        key.  You will now have a screen that looks something like




Then hit enter and go back to the home screen.  Usually by hitting

Now you want to set up your table options.  You can tell the calculator at what value of x you want to start your table and by what increment value to go up each time.  


On the TI-82 you would hit                                                 which gives you the table setup screen.  Choose the value you wish the independent quantity to start at, choose the increment you wish to go up by ( probably says 
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-the triangle means change in) and then choose whether you wish to update the independent values yourself ( select the “ask” option) or have the calculator update them ( select the “auto” option).  You can do the same with the dependent quantity. 

You can also get a graph (or visual) of this relationship by hitting the graph key.  With the visual display the default viewing window has x between –10 and 10.  Of course you will probably want to change this to get a good view of the function. 

On the other hand, if you were trying to discover the relationship between two quantities (you do this often in statistical situations) then you would first plug the two quantities into the list editor.  You could then make a scatter plot and try to run a regression analysis.  However, one has to be careful about choosing a good representative sample of data values.  As one of the groups saw on Wednesday, the balance vs. months graph at first appears linear.  But we know it is not as the relationship is
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Once you know the functional relationship you can use the tables as we discussed above. 
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You want to punch your formula into one of these- usually the first available.
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