The other day we wrote fraction word problem for the following scenarios:

a) one half plus one third    b)one third minus one half   c) one half times one third

d) one third times one half    e) one half divided by one third   f) one half divided by three

g) one half times three       h) one third divided by one half

I went through and picked several of them and placed them in a random order below. What you are to do is read the problems below and indicate which type they are: a,b,c,d,e,f,g, or h.  Do this by reading what the problem actually says and not what you think the author intended it to say. If you do not think the problem is any of these, indicate what you think it is.

1. You have 1/3 cup of sugar left in your canister.  The recipe you are making calls for 1/2 cup of sugar.  How much of a cup of sugar are you short?

2. If there is 1/3 of the chocolate cake left, and you eat ½ of that, what fraction of the cake is left?

3.  If one third of the dogs escaped from the SPCA, and Mr. Kellam, the local dog catcher, could only recapture one half of the loose dogs, how many dogs are now at the SPCA?

4. There is a jug of ice tea at the picnic. One third of the ice tea was drank at lunch. After playing volleyball everyone drank half of the remaining ice tea. Write an expression to represent how much ice tea was left in the jug.

5. John has 1/2 of his paycheck left.  He spends 1/3 of the remainder of his paycheck at the grocery store.  What fraction of his entire paycheck does he spend at the grocery store?

6. You have ½ gallon container full of milk, which you need to empty into a 1/3 gallon container.  How much of the ½ gallon of milk can fit in the 1/3 gallon container?

7. Mary said “I’ll be home in half an hour mom”, Mary’s mom replied “I don’t think so Mary, you better be home in one third of that time.  What fractional part of an hour should Mary return?

8. You and your mom are baking cakes.  You have 1/2 of a dozen eggs.  Your mom asks you to divide the whole egg carton into thirds because you are making 3 cakes.  How many recipes do you have enough eggs for?   

9. Grandma has sent us one of her famous apple pies.  Mysteriously half of the pie is already gone.  Mom, Dad and Jimmy have to share the half that is left.  What portion of the whole pie that Grandma sent did each person get to eat?

10. The snail moved ½ inch every twenty minutes.  How far did the snail move in an sixty minutes?

11. Nicole went crabbing and brought home 1/3 bushel of crabs. From this amount she obtained a one third of a pound of crabmeat.  She wanted to make half pound crab cakes.

Write an expression to represent how many crab cakes she can make.

12. Sarah borrowed money from her Dad that equals ½ of her weekly allowance. When Sarah’s Mom gives her the allowance, Sarah spends 2/3 of her allowance on candy. She gives the rest of her allowance to her Dad.  Sarah still owes her Dad money, how much is her Dad short?

13. Jennifer has one third of her pencils left. Bonnie has one half of what Jennifer has left. Write an expression to represent the number of pencils that Bonnie has left.

14. Kim’s Mom has a box of cookies. Kim has two brothers. Kim’s Mom gave each brother one cookie and told them they had to give Kim one-third of their cookie. How much does Kim get?

15. Bob took 3 hours to mow  ½ of his lawn.  How much of the lawn did he mow in 1 hour?

16.  How many one thirds are there in one half?

17. Kim has a bar of Hershey’s chocolate. She eats 2/3rds of it, then gives the remaining piece to Sandy. Sandy eats ½ of it and gives the rest to Mildred. How much did Sandy give to Mildred?

18.  David and Scott buy half a pound of ground beef. They wanted to make hamburgers that weighed a third of a pound. Write an expression to represent the number of burgers that they can make.

19.  Bob has 1/3 of the lawn left to mow.  He wants to mow  1/2 in the morning and 1/2 in the afternoon.  What fractional part must he mow in the afternoon?

20. You use one third of a cup of sugar in your batch of cookies, but the recipe called for one half cup.  How is your recipe going to turn out? 

21. SMS is going to clean up a section of route 50 which measures ½ of a mile.  If each 1/3 mile fills up one trash bag, how many trash bags will SMS fill? 

22. There was a 1/2 of a bottle of milk left.  Mom needed to divide it among the 3 cats.  What fractional part will each cat get?

 
23. You have half of a cookie and three friends. What fractional part of a whole cookie will each friend get, if you give them each the same amount?

24. You have a one third of a cup of sugar and you want to cup the recipe in half.  How much sugar do you need?

25. There is 1/3 of last night’s pizza left in the refrigerator.  Two arguing siblings want to share it.  What fraction of the whole pizza does each sibling get?

26. Kim’s Mom has a box of cookies. Kim has three brothers. Kim’s Mom gave each brother one cookie and told them they had to give Kim half of their cookie. How much does Kim get?

27. Kim’s Mom has a box of cookies. Kim has three brothers. Kim’s Mom gave each brother one cookie and told them they had to give Kim half of their cookie. How much does Kim get?
28. Sarah deposits half of her paycheck into her savings account one a month. Write an expression to represent how much money she would have in her savings account after three months.

