Assignment #3
Math and Culture

Part 1  

1.   If you were to furnish explanations for the following number words, what would you say:

a)  The Zulus of South Africa use the following equivalents: 6 (“taking the thumb”) and 7 (“ he pointed”). 

b) In British (New Guinea) the number 99 comes out as “four men die, two hands come to an end, one foot ends, and four”. 

2.  Write 574 in…

a) Egyptian hieroglyphics

b) Roman Numerals

c) Babylonian cuneiform

d) traditional Chinese-Japanese

e) Mayan numerals

f) on a 2/5 abacus
3.  Write 2005 in…

a) Egyptian hieroglyphics

b) Roman Numerals

c) Babylonian cuneiform

d) traditional Chinese-Japanese

e) Mayan numerals

f) on a 2/5 abacus
4.  How many different symbols must one memorize in order to write numbers less than 1000 in Egyptian hieroglyphics? 

Part 2

1.  There are many number words for the concept of “two”, find as many as you can and provide context. 

2.  Different  base systems

a. 152 in base 20 is how much?

b.  256 in “Mayan base 20” is how much?

c.  110010 in base 2 is how much?

