Assignment #5
 Listed below you will find ten questions that will make up your second “journal” entry.  Make sure to respond in complete sentences.  When asked to “support your view” make sure to do so with evidence from the readings or internet sources (put the source in parentheses).  If it is a personal opinion, state so.  

Please type up your responses.  List the question and follow it with your response.  You should have a minimum of 3  pages.  
Math and Culture

Journal 2
1.1  Why do you think the concept of infinity is a hard one to grasp?
1.2  Explain what “infinity” means. 
1.3  Respond to the following statement:  “In our culture, it is acceptable to say negative things about mathematics and the people who do mathematics”. 
1.4  Using chapter 3 of Hersch’s book, explain what mathematical proof is and is not.  This will involve citing some of what he writes and trying to explain it in your own words. 

1.5  Using everyday experience, explain what  proof is.  This discussion could answer the following:, how do you “prove” to a teacher you have been studying, how do you “prove”  to your significant other or friends that you are telling the truth, how do you ”prove”  a statement in class, etc…
1.6  Considering the excerpts we watched in class on “Numbers”, answer the following:


a) How was the mathematician portrayed?  Cite specifics. 

b) How does the show further any stereotypes that exist about mathematicians and scientists?


c) Does the show make you like mathematics more?


d) Would you watch the show again?  Why/why not?


e) What mathematics was being done?
