Journal entry # 5 
Please answer the following in complete sentences and provide well-thought out responses.

5.1 What is mathematics?  Has your view changed or developed throughout the past semester- whether through this class or another class?  Explain and include specifics. This should take at least 150 words.
5.2 What is your favorite concept or topic in mathematics?  Why? At least 110 words.
5.3  Here are some metaphors for “function” that I have collected in the past.   These focus on the different characteristics of the concept of function.  I am going to have you look at them in two stages.  
First look at the metaphor WITHOUT its justification and give an immediate yes/no/maybe response to whether it works for you.
A function is…

a) like a DNA molecule
b) a dance or duet between two partners.

c) is a blender/oven/crockpot/recipie- 
d) the NJ turnpike 
e) a maze 
f) a child in school

g) a telephone system
Second, look at the metaphor with its justification (I put this on the second page) and think about it.  Which characteristics of “function” does the metaphor now convey?  How do you think the metaphor does not work?  Make sure to be thoughtful and complete in your responses.
A function is…

a) like a DNA molecule, each molecule in means something is created.

b) a dance or duet between two partners because one set of people have to have a partner from a second set of people, but in order for there to be a dance all the people from the one set must have a partner from the other set

c) is a blender/oven/crockpot/recipie- you put input or ingredients into the blender , you allow the blender to work, and you get a delicious output.

d) the NJ turnpike  where the cars are the elements of set A and the exits chosen come from set B

e) a maze because the elements of set A have paths to the elements in set B

f) a child in school because the children are not allowed to roam the halls without a teacher (the y value) 

g) a telephone system because there are many different phones…but each phone number input into the phone directs the call to a specific location

