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separate itself from those it holds to be evil, and from the emotions which these judg-
ments excite of themselves in the soul,

[91.] The definition of Joy. Joy is an agreeable emotion of the soul in which consists
the enjoyment that the soul possesses in the good which the impressions of the brain
represent to it as its own. [ say that it is in this emotion that the enjoyment of the good
consists; for as a matrer of fact the soul receives no other fruits from all the good things
that it possesses; and while it has no joy in these, it may be said that it does not enjoy
them more than if it did not possess them at all. T add also that it is of the good which
the impressions of the brain represent to it as its own, in order not to confound this
joy, which is a passion, with the joy that is purely intellectual, and which comes into
the soul by the action of the soul alone, and which we can call an agreeable emotion
excited in it, in which the enjoyment consists which it has in the good which its
understanding represents to it as its own. It is true that while the soul is united to the
body this intellectual joy can hardly fail to be accompanied by that which is a passion; for
as soon as our understanding perceives that we possess some good thing, even though
this good may be so different from all that pertains to body that it is not in the least
capable of being imagined, imagination does not fail immediately to make some
impression in the brain from which proceeds the movement of the spirits that excites
the passion of joy.

[104.1 The movement of the blood and spirits in Joy. In joy it is not so much the
nerves of the spleen, the liver or the stomach, or the intestines, which are active, as those
which are in the whole of the rest of the body, and particularly that which is round the
orifices of the heart, which, opening and enlarging these orifices, supplies the means
whereby the blood which the other nerves drive from the veins to the heart may enter
there and issue forth in a latger quantity than usual. And because the blood which then
enters the heart has already passed and repassed there several times, having come from
the arteries to the veins, it dilates very casily and produces spirits whose parts, being very
equal and subtle, are proper for the formation and fortification of the impressions of the
brain which give to the soul thoughts that are gay and peacefill,

[92.] The definition of Sudness. Sadness is a disagreeable languor in which consists
the discomfort and unrest which the soul receives from evil, or from the defect which
the impressions of the brain set before it as pertaining to it. And there also is an intel-
lectual sadness which is not passion, but which hardly ever fails to be accompanied by it.

[105.] The movement of the blood and spirits in Sadness. In sadness, the openings of
the heart are much contracted by the small nerve which surrounds them, and the blood
of the veins is in nowise agitated, which brings it to pass that very little of it goes towards
the heart and yer the passages by which the juice of the food flows from the stomach
and the intestines towards the liver remain open, which causes the appetite not to di-
minish at all, excepting when hatred, which is often united to sadness, closes them.

[86.] The definition of Desive. The passion of desire is an agitation of the soul caused
by the spirits which dispose it to wish for the future the things which it represents to
itself as agreeable. Thus we do not only desire the presence of the absent good, but also
the conservation of the present, and further, the absence of evil, both of that which we
already have, and of that which we believe we might experience in time to come.

[87.] I know very well that usually in the schools the passion which makes for the
search after the good which alone js called desire is opposed to that which makes for
the avoidance of evil, which is called aversion. But inasmuch as there is no good whose
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The most important and outstanding part of the science of sound is the part that
examines the effects of well-disposed sounds on the emotions and the soul. This, as may
be readily seen, is material that is as far-reaching as it is useful. To the musical practi-
tioner it is of even more importance than to the theoretician, despite its primary
concern with observation. Of much assistance here is the doctrine of the remperaments
and emotions, concerning which Descartes is particularly worthy of study, since he has
done much in music. This doctrine teaches us to make a distinction between the minds
of the listeners and the sounding forces that have an effect on them.

What the passions are, how many there are, how they may be moved, whether they
should be eliminated or admitted and cultivated, appear to be questions belonging to
the field of the philosopher rather than the musician. The latter must know, however,
that the sentiments are the true material of virtue, and that virtue is nought but a well-
ordered and wisely moderate sentiment. Those affects, on the other hand, which are
our strongest ones, are not the best and should be clipped or held by the reins. Thisisan
aspect of morality which the musician must master in order to represent virtue and evil
with his music and to arouse in the listener love for the former and hatred for the latter.
For it is the true purpose of music to be, above all else, a moral lesson.

Those who are learned in the natural sciences know how our emotions function
physically, as it were. It would be advantageous to the composer to have a little
knowledge of this subject. Since, for example, joy is an expansion of our vital spirits, it
follows sensibly and naturally that this affect is best expressed by large and expanded
intervals. Sadness, on the other hand, is a contraction of those same subtle parts of our
bodies. It is, therefore, easy to see that the narrowest intervals are the most suitable.
Love is a diffusion of the spirits. Thus, to express this passion in composing, it is best to
use intervals of that nature. Hope is an elevazion of the spirit; despair, on the other hand,
a casting down of the same. These are subjects that can well be represented by sound,
especially when other circumstances (tempo in particular) contribute their share. In
such a manner one can form a concrete picture of all the emotions and try to compose
accordingly.

Pride, haughtiness, arrogance, etc., all have their respective proper musical color as
well. Here the composer relies primarily on boldness and pompousness. He thus has the
opportunity to write all sorts of fine-sounding musical figures that demand special
seriousness and bombastic movement. They must never be too quick or falling, but
always ascending. The opposite of this sentiment lies in humility, patience, etc., treated
in music by abject-sounding passages without anything that might be elevating. The
latter passions, however, agree with the former in that none of them allow for humor
and playfulness,

Music, although its main purpose is to please and to be gracefuil, must sometimes
provide dissonances and harsh-sounding passages. To some extent and with the suit-
able means, it must provide not only unpleasant and disagrecable things, but even
frightening and horrible ones. The spirit occasionally derives some peculiar pleasure
even from these.

Mattheson now proceeds to the discussion of dance types as analogies to the
affections.

The minnet, whether it be made especially for playing, singing, or dancing, has no other
affect than moderate gaiety.
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eived; for the report of it,
[is Holiness, who did me
0 me, among other things,
ike to hear you.” I will not
“after having done me the
your will see people worthy

d’Iralie, eserite & Rome le premier
v of Amerien, VIII (1971), 5-17.

Cing

eir “grand sigcle,” music
ning to the sound of the
danced to the music of
inde Bande), and were
1e Petits Viclons. In the
s of their majesty and
npanied by an orchestra
tablishment at Versailles
Pierre Rameau, dancing
ndor, and also the rigid
a prescribed order, as in
stenists and harpsichord-

1d Ball

inspire regard for the cere-
bricf account of the King’s
ions and should serve as a
dings, and the respect and

e Princes and Princesses of
afterwards the other Lords
s are seated in front, while
ured to represent the latter
¢s, and to make them more

wishes the ball to begin he

m where the dancing is to
1g | Louis XIV], the Queen

Muste under the Sun King 169

The King’s Grand Ball. The musicians are seated at the rear of the ballroom, near the
entrance (that is, closest to the rcader), the King at the front. The moment depicted is
described in the next-to-last paragraph of the accompanying text, where Rameau details
the extremely precise protocol that was observed on such occasions. (Pierre Rameau, Le
Maiire & danser, Parts, 1725, facing p. 1. Engraving by the author.)

danced with him, or in her abscnce, the first Princess of the Blood, and they placed
themsclves first. Then the company took up their station behind them, two by two,
according to their rank. The Lords stood on the left side, the Ladics on the right.,
Retaining this order, they made their bows in turn. Afterwards the King and Queen led
the Branle [a dance in which the couples stand in long sets] with which alf Court Balls
opened, and all the Lords and Ladies followed Their Majesties, cach on their own side.
At the conclusion of the strain, the King and Queen went to the end of the ling, then
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