Syllabus

Biology 399: International Field Studies

“Coral Reef Biology” (3 credits); January 2010
Instructor: Dr. Joan Maloof

Salisbury University, Department of Biological Sciences, 224 Henson Hall, Salisbury, MD 21801

jemaloof@salisbury.edu; 410-548-5788 (office); 410-546-1038 (home)

Prerequisite: Must be an enrolled SU student with a minimum GPA of 2.8 and good swimming ability. Permission of instructor required.


Objective: Coral reef ecosystems are one of the most diverse and productive ecosystems on planet Earth. This course will give SU students the opportunity to study a coral reef first hand. We will spend some time learning about the ecology of the coral reef ecosystem, but our primary focus will be on the diversity of living organisms surrounding the reef. Much of our time will be spent in the water snorkeling, where we can observe and interact with the organisms in their natural environment. Reef fish, coral, plants, and invertebrates, are just some of the organisms we will be identifying. There will also be lectures, slide presentations, and lab activities. The Roatan Institute of Marine Science will be our hosts for the course.


Readings: Readings from the primary literature will be distributed to students. Students will be tested on the material. The books, Reef Fishes and Reef Corals, by Paul Huuman, will be used as references. 


Pre-trip Activities: The class will meet for three hours per day (9-12) on January 4, 5, 6, 8; and all day (9-12) on January 7th. During these classes students will learn about coral reef ecosystems and environmental threats to coral reefs. Additionally, we will discuss details of the trip and the geography and culture of Roatan, Honduras. 

Trip Activities: On Saturday, Jan. 9th we will fly from BWI to the Roatan Institute of Marine Sciences (RIMS). Our time at the nature friendly resort will primarily be spent snorkeling and identifying all of the fabulous creatures of the coral reef ecosystem, although there will be some lectures as well. If you are a certified diver there will be an opportunity to SCUBA dive. We will return on January 16th.


Evaluation of Student Work: Students will be graded on their primary literature presentation and studies (25%). Students will be expected to keep a species list (including Latin binomial and common name) of all species identified in Roatan (25%). Enthusiastic participation in all activities is expected, and will count toward the final grade (25%). There will be a final exam during the last day in Roatan (25%).


Writing across the curriculum: All written assignments will be graded for content, organization, grammar and mechanics.

