Great Britain to 1660

History 310, Salisbury University, Fall 2006

109 Devilbiss Hall, MWF 10-10:50

Professor: 
Kristen Walton

Office Hours: 
M 11-12.30; R 12.30-1.30; and by appointment

Office Location: 386 Holloway Hall

Phone: 
x36502

E-mail: 
kpwalton@salisbury.edu

Course Description: 

The course begins in 55 BC when Julius Caesar entered England, and ends at the accession of Queen Anne to the thrones of England and Scotland.  We will discuss the kings and queens of England as well as more common people, such as peasants and merchants and artisans.  In addition, the course will look at the changes in England, and to a lesser extent in Scotland and Wales, as they become solidified nations through the Reformation and religion, changes in the family, political and social upheavals, England’s role in the international scene, and the growth of an idea of a Great Britain.  How do social, cultural, political, and economic changes intersect throughout British history to create new institutions, ideas, and structures?  

Course Requirements:

Assessments:

Geography quiz 

5%

In-class writings 
10%

Cumulative final examination 
20%

3-5 page paper*
10%

 

Mid-term examination 

15% 

8-10 page paper* 
20%

Class Participation

10%

Class Presentation
10%

· If you are interested in registering a paper for the class/history department, you may combine the 3-5pp and the 8-10pp papers for one (1) 12-15pp paper worth 30% of your grade.  For this paper, you will be required to utilize primary source material and to stop by my office hours (or set up an appointment) to discuss this paper in person with me at least once during the semester.

Your class grade will include one in class presentation that must involve the use of at least one article related to the day’s assignment.  Using primary source material is heartily suggested, though not required.  In addition, your presentation will require use of the “smart classroom” via power point or another style of supplementation.  The dates for the examinations are firm.  I rarely grant extensions for papers.  If you have any problems with the examination or the paper due dates, please speak with the Professor in advance of said date.  There will be NO extensions on the day.  You will always find me much more reasonable when you give me advance notice.  All assignments are due as noted on the syllabus.  If we will be discussing a topic on a particular day, I will specify the exact reading for that day the class before. I expect each of you to arrive prepared for class and to support each other.  Participation means active, not passive “citizenship” in the class.  Class attendance will count toward the participation grade.  More than three absences during the semester will result in your grade being lowered (in other words, a grade of “A” will become a grade of “B”).  In-class writings/book discussions will also be significant for your participation grade.


Please note again that you must attend class. The professor reserves the right to adjust the syllabus with announcement in class.  You will be responsible for knowing any changed due dates for readings or papers.

Writing Across the Curriculum

Learning to write is one of the most important skills you can learn at college.  As a result, this course, in conjunction with Writing Across the Curriculum, will require writing from each and every one of you in the forms of papers, essay exams (there will be NO multiple choice exams), and class notes and periodic exercises.

Writing Across the Curriculum, cont’d

There are many sources available for your use via the internet, the library here on campus or the library at College Park, via interlibrary loan.  The Library can help you if you need assistance ordering a book from a different library.   I will also distribute a paper describing what I am looking for in your research papers that will give several suggestions of places to look for sources.   I may periodically send out emails to you with websites including primary source or other interesting material.  I may include this as REQUIRED reading for the course, so make certain you check your email regularly.  If you use a non-Salisbury account, it is easy to set up your Salisbury email to forward to that account.

The most significant tip I have: do not turn in the first drafts of your papers.  That means you need to outline your ideas, write them down, and revise (and revise) them.  A first draft is not a 

final draft.  I will be looking for well-written papers with solid content.  Conveying ideas in a precise manner is one of the most important aspects of history and other fields. You must cite the sources you use – including e-texts and web-based information, as well as traditional forms of published information.

For your papers, I require you to use either footnotes or endnotes and follow the form denoted by Kate Turabian in the Chicago Manual of Style.  In addition, I expect all of your papers and essays to have a Thesis statement and a solid argument.  If you decide to write the paper for registration, your long research paper will require the use of at least 5 library secondary sources AND 1 primary source (unless approved in advance by professor for lack of availability).  You will be required to turn in a topic with a thesis statement and a bibliography in advance of the due date of the paper.  If you do not turn in your topic for pre-approval, your grade will automatically be deducted by at least one grade.  The 8-10 page papers will also require submission of a thesis statement & bibliography – for this, you must have at least 4 library (non-internet) sources.  ALWAYS be wary of using internet sources – much that is published on the web is not accurate, and you will be graded partially on your ability to choose appropriate sources.  Feel free to ask if you have any questions.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

The best learning environment is one based on mutual respect and trust.  However, the desire to achieve a good or passing grade without doing the necessary work may tempt some students to engage in acts of "academic dishonesty," including the following:

(1)
Plagiarism: presenting as one's own work, whether word for word or in paraphrase, the words or ideas of a website or another author.  All sources of information used must be properly cited.

(2)
Cheating on exams, tests, and quizzes, including copying from others, the wrongful giving or receiving of unauthorized exam material, and the use of illegitimate sources of information (e.g., "cheat sheets");

(3)
Unsanctioned collaboration with other individuals in the completion of course assignments, including examinations;

(4)
Falsifying data and use of fraudulent methods in laboratory, field work, and computer work;

(5)
Falsifying excuses for non-attendance or completion of assignments.

While some students may try to rationalize or justify these acts as expedient, they are wrong and there are no mitigating circumstances to excuse them.  Individuals who engage in academic dishonesty damage the learning environment and their own integrity and character.  If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, please ask:  ignorance is no excuse.  Discovery of academic dishonesty results in stiff penalties for the offender, including a failing grade for the assignment in question and possibly a grade of F for the course.  The Student Affairs Office keeps records of plagiarism cases, and multiple offenses could bring a penalty of expulsion from the entire USM system.  The university catalogue and student handbook provide further details.  
SYLLABUS

Required Readings: 

C. Warren Hollister, et. al. The Making of England to 1399
Lacey Baldwin Smith.  This Realm of England, 1399-1688

Keynes, ed., Alfred the Great

Carole Levin. The Heart and Stomach of a King
Judith Bennett, Ale, Beer & Brewsters in England

Documents (on syllabus OR to be assigned)

Recommended Readings:

Sellars and Yeatman, 1066 and All That (Available on amazon.com & amazon.co.uk & 

barnes&noble.com – the price I found on amazon.co.uk was .01 gbp – even with shipping, 

that’s CHEAP!)

Thackeray and Findling, eds, Events that changed Great Britain

THE COURSE:

PART ONE:  England from Roman invasion to Norman Conquest

Readings:  
Asser’s Life of Alfred. Entire book by 9/13
Other reading as noted for the day

Optional: 1066 & All That, through the Norman Conquest

Week One, 8/28-9/1: Introduction & Roman and Celtic Britain

Reading:  Hollister, xiii-xiv; 1-74; 

Lectures:  Introduction to class and Background to Britain, Rome, Hadrian’s Wall, Celtic resistance, 

the growth of agriculturalism and the decline of Empire; The truth of Arthur? 

* DUE Friday, 9/1: Geography Quiz of Britain

Week Two, 9/4-9/8: NO CLASS – ENJOY, STUDY & KEEP READING:

*** READ:::   Chapters One and Two in Bede’s Ecclesiastical History :        http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/bede-book1.html
and FINISH THE ALFRED BOOK BY WEDNESDAY 9/13

Week Three, 9/11 – 9/15: Christianity & Consolidation: the Anglo-Saxons, Vikings 

Reading:  Hollister, 74-124, “The Ruin of Britain” http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/gildas.html  Alfred the Great, entire book; Cnut on Heriots: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1035Cnutrelf.html
Lectures:  Alfred the Great and the formation of an Anglo-Saxon state, The 10th century 

“Reformation”, Anglo-Saxon art and culture, The Viking threat, the Normans cometh

Discussion: Monday: The Venerable Bede; Wednesday, Alfred

* DUE Wednesday 9/13: In-class writing on Alfred the Great: “Snippets”
PART TWO: England in the middle Ages: Conquest to Wars of the Roses.

Readings:
Judith Bennett, Ale Beer and Brewsters, entire book by 10/2

Other reading as noted for the day.

Optional: 1066 & All That, From Norman Conquest to Wars of the Roses
Week Four, 9/18-9/22: Conquest: The Norman Kings 

Reading:  Hollister, 125-178; Malmesbury’s Battle of Hastings: 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1066malmesbury.html; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 1.

Lectures:  The Impact of the Conquest, Henry I and the Law, Scotland in the 11th century, Stephen 

and Maud (Matilda) 

Week Five, 9/25 – 9/29:  The Angevins and High Medieval England

Reading:  Hollister, 179-201, 213-256

Women and the law: http://vi.uh.edu/pages/bob/elhone/rules.html 

Lectures:  Henry II, Law, St. Thomas of Canterbury, High Medieval Culture; life in medieval 

England, The Crusades (the Age of Robin Hood)

* DUE Monday 25 September: Thesis & Bibliography for research paper

Weeks Six, 10/2-10/6:  King John and the Magna Carta, A minority and rebellion

Reading: Hollister, 201-212, 257-279; Bennett, entire book by 10/2; The Magna Carta: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/mcarta.html; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 2.

Lectures: King John and the Magna Carta, The aftermath of John and the reign of Henry III, Simon 

de Montfort

Discussion: Bennett Book (10/2)

Week Seven, 10/9 -10/13:  The Rise of Parliament and the reign of Three Edwards
Reading:  Hollister, 279-331; Quia Emptores: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/ed1-quia.html; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 3.

Lectures:  Edward I: law, parliament and war.  The Scottish Situation (Braveheart?), Edward II and 

noble troubles- the first deposition

* DUE: Monday 9 October, 3-5 pp paper on historical accuracy in films on British history pre-1660 (e.g.  Braveheart, King Arthur (most recent), Elizabeth, Shakespeare in Love, Man for All Seasons…). ALTERNATE paper: Speak with professor about analyzing a document reflecting an aspect of British life or politics, 1066-1485.

Week Eight, 10/16-20: War, Plague, and Deposition: the Fourteenth Century

Reading: Hollister, 331-end; Statute of Labourers: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/seth/statute-labourers.html; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 4.

Lectures: The Hundred Years War, Lollards, the Plague, Richard II: a study in Failure.

Week Nine, 10/23-10/27:  The Fifteenth Century to the Wars of the Roses
Reading: Baldwin Smith,1-47; Treaty of Troyes, http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1420troyes.html 

Lectures:  Henry IV, solidification of power, Wales, and Prince Hal; Henry V, King of France, and 

the long minority.

* Monday 23 October: Midterm Exam: England to 1399!

PART THREE: TUDOR STUART BRITAIN, 1485-1660

Reading: 
Carole Levin,  Heart and Stomach of a King by 11/27

Other reading as noted for the day

Optional: 1066 & All That, The Tudor-Stuart Period
Week Ten,  10/30-11/3:  Wars of the Roses and the Early Tudor: Henry VII; and young King 

Henry VIII

Reading:  Baldwin Smith, 48-127; Battle of Barnet: http://www.r3.org/bookcase/arrival3.html 

Battle of Bosworth: http://www.r3.org/bosworth/ballad.html; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 5.

Lectures:  The Kingmaker, York v. Lancaster, Bosworth Field and an Economical King, Henry and 

his calves.

Week Eleven, 11/6-11/8:  HENRY VIII: Not worth becoming queen…and the fruits of his labor

Reading:  Baldwin Smith, 128-167; Act of Supremacy: http://campus.northpark.edu/history/classes//Sources/ActSupremacy.html ; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 6.

Lectures:  Politics, Court life, the Wives, and the English Reformation: from Catholic to Protestant 

to Catholic and back again

NO CLASS ON 11/10: Research day for papers – go to library!!!

Week Twelve, 11/13-11/17: The Little Tudors, Scotland and Young Elizabeth

Reading:  Baldwin Smith, 168-233; The Armada: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1588elizabeth.html;  Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 7.

Lectures:  Sixteenth Century Scotland, Mary Stewart: success or failure?  Gloriana and the policy 

of via media
Week Thirteen, 11/20:  The British Renaissance 

Reading:  Baldwin Smith, 236-240; Britain at Elizabeth’s reign: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1577harrison-england.html#Chapter%20I 

Optional Reading:  Baldwin-Smith, 168-233

Lectures:  The Reign of Gloriana, Culture and Society in the British Renaissance.

Weeks Fourteen, 11/27-12/1:  Ireland, James, and the young Charles

Reading:  Baldwin Smith, 241-275; Levin, Entire Book; Writings of James I: http://campus.northpark.edu/history/classes//Sources/JamesI.html Petition of Right: http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1601-1650/england/por.htm
Lectures:  Irish Rebellion, Plantations and English control, A Scots King of England, Charles and 

his Buckingham

Discussion: Levin Book (11/27) 
Week Fifteen, 12/4-12/8:  From Civil War to Restoration: The end of monarchy? Or the beginning?
Readings:  Baldwin Smith, 275-360; The Levellers: http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1601-1650/england/por.htm; Optional: Thackeray, Chapter 9.

Lectures:  Religion, Politics and a miserly Scot.  Charles I and multiple problems – the young king 

and parliament; the Personal Rule,  a Kingdom without a head: the role of Scotland. An 

Irish revolt;  Anti-Carolignianism,  The Long Parliament, the Civil War ectures:  Cromwell 

and a British Republic; The question of King and the growth of a new ideology.  

Internationalism, empire, king and parliament.  Exam Review.

*DUE Monday 4 December, 8-10pp OR 12-15pp research paper with full citations and bibliography.  

Final Exam:  Monday 11 December, 8am

