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Goals for the Course

This course offers students an examination of both the nature and meaning of ideology and a spectrum of some of the most important ideologies that have emerged in the modern era, including liberalism, conservatism, socialism, communism, fascism, anarchism, and nationalism. Throughout the course, several questions will be asked of each ideology: What are its fundamental assumptions and values? Of what importance is the ideology? Will it remain a force in the future?

Readings

1. Nancy Love, Editor, Dogmas and Dreams: A Reader in Modern Political Ideologies (Third Edition). (Washington, D.C.: Congressional Quarterly Press, Inc., 2006).
2. Andrew Heywood, Political Ideologies: An Introduction (Third Edition), (Palgrave McMillan, 2003)
Student Responsibilities and Evaluation
1. Class materials: All students are responsible for material presented in class lectures. If students miss class, they are responsible for catching up.

2.  The final course grade will be based primarily on three in-class examinations and two 5-7 page essays. Class participation and attendance will be factors as well, worth 5% of the overall grade. If a student misses six or more classes, unexcused, his or her grade will suffer a full letter grade reduction.  Nine unexcused absences will mean failure for the course.

3. Academic Integrity: All students should be familiar with and abide by the “Policy on Student Academic Integrity” found in the Student Handbook and Directory, 2005-2006.  In particular, please abide by the rules on plagiarism, i.e., the inappropriate presentation of another person’s work as your own.
Discussion Topics and Reading Schedule

I. Introduction

1. Overview: Scope and Methods for the course.

2. Historical and contemporary concepts of Ideology.

3. The importance and function of ideology.

Read:  Heywood, Ch. 1; Love, “Preface” and “Introduction”.
II. Nationalism

1. Basic values and beliefs.  Read:  Heywood, Ch. 5.
2. The power of nationalism in the contemporary era.  Read:  Mazzini, “The Duties of Man” and Said, “Origins of Terrorism”, in Dogmas and Dreams. 
3. Countervailing forces against nationalism?  Read:  Ohmae, “The End of the Nation State: The Rise of Regional Economies” and Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations”.
III. Liberalism

1. Liberalism and the state. Read: Locke, “Treatise on Civil Government”;

Madison, “The Federalist Papers: Numbers 10 and 51” and Heywood, Ch. 2.
2. Liberalism, the individual, and freedom. Read: Mill, “On Liberty” chs. 1 & 2.

3 Liberalism and capitalism.  Read: Friedman, “Capitalism and Freedom” chs. 1 and 2.

4. Liberalism and democracy. Read: Roosevelt, “The Continuing Struggle for Liberalism”.
IV. Conservatism

1. Conservatism and political change. Read: Burke, “Reflections on the

Revolution in France”.
2. Conservatism and the state. Read: Heywood, Ch. 3.
3. Conservatism and religion.  Read:  Heywood, Ch. 10.
4. Contemporary American conservatism.  Read: Kristol, “The Neoconservative Persuasion: What It Was and What It Is”; Bloom, “The Democratization of the University”.

V. Fascism

1. Fascism and the preeminence of the totalitarian state. Read: Mussolini,

“Fascism”; and Hitler, “Mein Kampf’.
2. Fascist values and assumptions.  Read: Heywood, Ch. 7.
3. Fascism in America, Andrew Macdonald, “The Turner Diaries”.
VI. Socialism

1. Basic values.  Heywood, Ch. 4.

2. Class struggle and a theory of history and change. Read: Marx, “The

Communist Manifesto”.

2. The socialist critique of the liberal society: capitalism and the exploitation of

labor. Read: Marx, “Estranged Labor”; Marx, “Value, Price, and Profit”.

3. Socialism and the state: Critique of the liberal state and the embrace of a

democratic socialist state. Read: Fourier, “Utopian Socialism”.
4. Revisionist Socialism. Read: Bernstein, “Evolutionary Socialism”.

5. Communism, Marxism-Leninism: Command Economies and Central Party Controls.  Read:   Lenin, “What is to be Done?” and “The Economic Base of the Withering Away of the State”.

6. Contemporary socialism: Democratic socialism, social democracy and progressivism.  Read:  SDS, “The Port Huron Statement”; “The Program of the Green Party of the Federal Republic of Germany”; Chomsky, 9-11 chs. 3-4.

VII. Anarchism

1. Critique of capitalism and the state. Read: Goldman, “What It Really Stands For”; Bakunin, “Scientific Anarchism” and Heywood, Ch. 6.
