1. Yankee cattlemen and the Rangelands of Northern Mexico

a. Cattle were associated with all scales of crop production.

b. Early 1820s, what is today Northern Mexico, fusion of Anglo and Hispanic cultures and economies emerged to exploit the land and its living systems, produced close links between U.S. and Latin lands for cultivated crops.

c. Mid 1800s, new breeds of cattle emerged, invaded wet tropical lowlands by turning them into pasture fields.

d. Cattle were introduced to Cuba and Caribbean by Columbus’ men after 1492, supplied export trade in hides and tallow to Europe for industry and warfare.

e. Cattle were linked to European economy by silver mines in the mountains of Zacatecas and Guanajuato, used for draught power.

f. Modern San Antonio in 1718 organized cattle industry along San Antonio River. Spanish taught local Indians Christianity and horsemanship.

g. Spanish land grants resulted in continual conflict between ranchers and Indian communal system over the use of grazing lands and untilled fields.

h. Early 19th century, Texas sent cattle to stock farms in Tenn., Kentucky, Illinois and Ohio. The integration of Hispanic and Anglo rangeland economies had begun.

i. 1820s Yankees began moving westward from SE states and New Orleans into east Texas, against protests of the Mexican government.

j. Texas became a region of cultural fusion with Anglo political and commercial systems in control.

k. Big Yankee ranches began to settle in the west after U.S. took Texas from Mexico. Texas moved into brief but spectacular longhorn era.

2. Industrial Capitalism on the Grasslands of the Americas.
a. Early 1860s, Chicago passed Cincinnati to become the continent’s center of beef processing; first key to success was railroads.

b. Railroads from Chicago to east coast first started running in 1856.

c. Largest meat-packing operation opened in 1865, the Union Stock Yards.

d. Gustavus F. Swift decided to reduce local butchers in the East to the role of salesman of chilled meat, eliminating local independence. Philip D. Armour was Swift’s major competitor. 

e. In 1875 New Yorker John Bates shipped the first chilled beef to England in ice-cooled rooms. This market boomed instantly.

f. 1870s were the era of major British investment in railroad construction in Western U.S.

g. By the mid 1800s cattle ranching was grossly over-exploiting the region’s resources, disrupted a great grassland ecosystem.

h. Competition was emerging in the form of corn-fed, stall-fed hybrid cattle. Newer techniques were being developed on the short-grass prairie from Indiana to Iowa. 

i. Simultaneously, settled farming was moving in.

j. Early 1900s, the King Ranch developed the only new breed of the century in the U.S., the Santa Gertrudis, a complex cross between Brahman and Hereford, designed to thrive in hot lowland settings, resist their diseases, and produce max beef.

k. From 1900 onward the Chicago meat packers played a vital role in the process that linked Argentina’s soil to Britain’s dinner tables.

l. Page 162, the whole second paragraph beginning with, “In the immediate…”

m. Between 1872 and 1895 the cultivated area of the pampas increased fifteen times, to ten million acres.

3. Yankees in Northern Mexico
a. Texan ranching investment emerged in the early 1800s.

b. Texas broke away from MX, Yankees and Englishmen; made far more investment capital than Mexicans could ever make.

c. Most massive Yankee ranch was owned by George Hearst, founder of the publishing empire in CA.

d. Mexicans and Pancho Villa started revolting against Yankees.

e. 1920s, modernization of Mexican cattle. Key element was Mexican imports of breeding stock and exports of beef cattle.

f. American law prohibited the import of S. American beef because of the danger of aftosa or hoof and mouth disease.

4. Penetrating the Latin Rainforest
a. U.S. was responsible for nearly ½ of the worlds beef consumption. 

b. Latin Americas savannas and forests suffered severely from the importation of beef from other countries. ( had to graze a lot of cattle)

c. 1970s, beef became Central America’s fourth largest earner of foreign exchange behind coffee, cotton and bananas.

d. Expansion of beef economy crippled natural rainforests in Central America.

e. Slaughter houses and beef packaging plants were opened up in Central America.

f. Ranchers formed powerful political elite in the countryside, ruling over a poverty- stricken peasantry. 

g. Brazilian government turned to Amazonia for next frontier of national greatness.

h. Bob Kleberg, grandson of King Ranch, began looking internationally for grazing lands and economies that could help him break out of the increasing cost crunch of the American cattle economy.

i. Kleberg’s team quickly cleared 15,000 acres of the partially degraded Chaco woodland and replaced it with exotic grasses.

j. Kleberg calculated that he would clear 100,000 acres of the Amazon and plant them with African grasses in 12 years.

k. This would revolutionize ranching in the wet tropics, and make it abundantly clear that the only limit to clearing the rainforest would be the amount of corporate capital mobilized.
Insatiable Appetite- Chapter #5 Outline

“The Crop on Hooves: American Cattle Ranching in Latin America”

· Argument:

· The developed countries of the world, mainly Great Britain and America, had a huge craving for beef.  The Midwest couldn’t meet the demand so ranchers moved southward and began exploiting the grasslands of Mexico. As the market extended further, the landscape of the Amazon and other tropical regions suffered.  As the economies of America and western Europe grow, their ever-growing demands and consumption habits are decimating the environments of the third world; it is so important that we know where our food is coming from!!!

· “Yankee Cattlemen and the Rangelands of Northern Mexico”

· Livestock were introduced by Europeans to the Americans

· Hunger for beef drove cattle from North America down to the subtropics

· After 1820, American settlers moved to Northern Mexico; this beef was supporting the Chicago meat-packing industry post 1860

· Vegetation was reduced and erosion increased in rangelands

· Forests/pastures were only useful for short time periods until the land was no longer life-sustaining

· The divide between range-fed and lot-fed cattle was deepened…different countries had appetites for different types

· Europe had high beef demand but little resources to sustain a market domestically; much of their beef came from Cuba

· Mexico

· Cattle were everywhere!!

· Indigenous people’s croplands were overrun and people starved…this made it easier for them to be conquered by the up-and-coming Creole landlord class

· Late 1600s: permanent haciendas (which provided cattle products locally and internationally) could be found across the central American lowlands

· Zacatecas and Guanajuato (mountains slightly north of Mexico City)

· Silver  mines here boosted European economy

· Cattle in this area fed the workers and were exported and the money supported the mining

· Cattle industry continued heading northward b/c the south was more arid

· Cattle’s good for areas w/ low populations b/c they’re not labor intensive (unlike crops!)

· Lots of conflict b/w ranchers and Indians over grazing lands, untilled areas, etc.

· All of the above was part of the pre-industrial period…the link among Europe, USA, Latin America, and beef gets way more intense!!

· “Industrial Capitalism on the Grasslands of the Americas”

· Beef/mutton to supply British and American demand was coming from Australia, New Zealand, South America, and Mexico

· US was especially involved w/ Argentina- beef came from Las Pampas to the American Midwest where it was processed and then shipped to England

· Most American beef at the time was domestic

· American investors from the east coast played a large role in South American beef

· Major Players

· Gustavus F. Swift (1839): big beef supplier to NY

· Philip D. Armour: competitor of Swift; meat packer and grain trdare from Wisconsin; owned 30% or Chicago’s grain!

· American domestic beef demand destroyed the native bison :(

· USA: longhorn herds were destroying the western landscape until a big crash in ‘87/’88 when a blizzard killed much of the herd

· Midwest market of corn-fed, stall-fed cattle boomed!!

· US rangeland got privatized and ranchers began looking southward

· Argentina:

· “Las Pampas” = 1/5 of the land used for cattle!!

· Roamed by Aracaunians (native people) until they were wiped out by President Julio Roca

· This market was driven by western Europeans appetites

· European immigrants came to work in Argentina

· Most Argentinean land was degraded pastures

· Frozen beef began to be more desirable b/c it was thought to carry less disease

· “Scientific Rangelands”

· In USA and Great Britain, cattle were bred specifically so that their genetics were better suited to either meat or milk

· Also tried raising disease-resistant Zebu cattle from India

· People bring in invasive African grasses to feed cattle

· They’re nutritious and advantageous for cows, but awful for native ecosystems!!

· “Yankees in Northern Mexico”

· Northern Mexico ranches are risky because they’re drought proine

· George Hearst owned the biggest yankee ranch

· This srt of ranching was damaged by the American Revolution

· The Yankees caused a lot of political upset in Mexico; many people wanted the Americans OUT!

· 1920: Mexican cattle industry began modernizing

· USA banned most imported beef from South America b/c of disease; therefore we got most of ours from Mexico

· “Penetrating the Latin American Rainforest”

· Baby boomers craved beef!

· American homes and fast food industries all had it

· 50s: pastures began totally replacing forests

· 70s: beef is Central America’s #4 export after bananas, sugar, and rubber

· 19th/20th Century: Brazilian beef market expanded and this was AWFUL for the Amazon!

· “Conclusion: The Ecological Cost of Tropical Ranching”

· 500 years worth of North American cattle interests have depleted the Central American forests and grasslands

· It all started w/ ruining the grasslands, the rainforest was a more recent phenomenon.

Chapter 5

The Crop on Hooves: American Cattle Ranching in Latin America

· Yankee Cattlemen and the Rangelands of Northern Mexico
· European introduced species dominate Americas

· Traditional- tightly linked to agriculture for subsistence and market

· 1820s, Northern Mexico

· Fusion of Anglo and Hispanic cultures and economies exploited land and living systems

· Late 1800s – Counterpoint evolved between lean range-fed beef of traditional Hispanic cattle and corn-fed, lot-fed, modern cattle breeds.

· Resulted in permanent degradation of wide arid regions

· Beginning of change originated on Iberian peninsula in late Medieval times

· Evolved on grasslands with very long, dry summers

· Brought over with Columbus and introduced to Caribbean Islands

· Invasion started in Mexico

· Cattle spread in all directions, contributing to the death of native people through new diseases

· Late 1600s – permanent haciendas in Central American Lowlands (provided for local use and regional trade)

· Moved North toward present day California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas

· 1718 – Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar – Organized the cattle industry along San Antonio River

· Became primary export of late colonial Texas

· Late 18th, early 19th centuries – regions grasslands suffered serious long term damage

· Overgrazed and trampled grasses

· Compacted and eroded soils

· 1820s – Yankees start moving to area from Southeastern states

· Culture, techniques, products merge

· Mid 1820s – Independent Mexico grants land titles to Americans in Texas

· 1836 – Americans rebel – Sam Houston declared region independent

· 1845 – Texas enters US officially

· 1850s – Large ranches settle in west Texas rangelands

· Industrial Capitalism on the Grasslands of the Americas
· US Bankers and Meat Packers set up system used world wide

· 1830s – Mechanization of meat trade – Cincinnati and Pork

· Early 1860s – Chicago becomes continent’s center of beef processing

· Due largely to railroads and advent of refrigerated storage rooms and mechanizing of slaughtering process

· Gustavus F. Swift

· Butcher, then cattle buyer in New England

· Moved to Chicago in 1875 – Goal to make butchers in East salesmen of chilled meat only

· Late 1860s – Train lines reach throughout much of the interior of the US

· Longhorns supplied to Chicago processing

· 1875 – First chilled beef to England in Ice-cooled rooms

· Very high demand – End of 1876 – 3 million pounds fresh beef exported to England each month

· British investments help fuel

· Lasted for few years, until severe winter of 1886-87 killed millions of cattle in the US

· Longhorn collapse caused new techniques to be brought about in Midwest short grass prairie

· Rising land prices pushed beef production south

· Argentina next area to be adapted

· British breeds imported, millions of acres turned private

· Around 1900, wave of immigrants from Europe to care for cattle

· On-hoof shipments to Europe dominated until 190

· England banned live animals due to hoof and mouth outbreak in South America

· Frozen beef accepted, so on site processing increased

· Chicago processors moved operations to Argentina to meet demand

· Scientific Rangelands
· Early 1800s – specific cattle breeding

· Produce more meat per animal

· New cattle caused change in South/Central America

· Argentina and Uruguay natural pasture land switched to largely alfalfa

· Changed ecosystem, but most productive area to raise beef

· Lowland Forestland

· Import African Gramineaceae grasses

· Very aggressive and strong

· Better for cattle grazing than native American grass

· Reduced natural plants; increased production of cattle

· Yankees in Northern Mexico
· Americans start buying land in Northern Mexico

· Harsh environment

· Risky investments until 1880s – Presidents Benito Juarez and Porfinio Diaz start campaign to attract foreign capital

· George Hearst

· Owned largest Yankee ranch in Northern Mexico – 1884

· One thousand square miles in Vera Cruz, Campeche, Yucatan

· One million acre ranch (Babicora) in Chihuahua

· 1910 - $4 million official value

· Revolution damaged many ranches in area

· Mexican peasants protest large ranches

· Government starts confiscating parts of ranches

· Make laws limiting individual land holdings

· 1920s – revolution ends, rebuilding starts

· Modernization of Mexican cattle industry

· Import breeding stock, export beef cattle

· Largely exchange with US

· Hoof and Mouth disease soon reached Mexico, preventing live export to US

· Most exported meat was canned and ended up in British markets

· Over time, Hoof and Mouth went away, started shipping live to US again

· Pasture Management

· Majority of land still unimproved natural grasses

· USDA and research by Rockefeller Foundation to improve productivity

· Penetrating the Latin American Rainforest
· After WW II, American population growth and consumption of beef skyrocketed

· 1976 – average American consumed over 150 pounds of beef a year

· Rising consumption, rising land costs, reduced production in US caused search for new market

· Rainforest lowlands in Central America the answer

· Originally very poor ranch areas – much disease

· New technologies allowed cattle to survive

· Did not have large impact until 1950s – US market demand

· US invests in cattle ranching to help meet its standards of quality

· By 1970s – imports from Central America increased many times over

· New technologies in vaccination and care helped US based companies

· Costa Rica industrialized quickly, tripling production in 20 years

· By early 1980s American consumption fell, causing major cuts in imports

· Brazil and the Amazonia region continued deforestation and ranching despite fall in US consumption

· Americans like the King Ranch and Rockefeller’s contributed to the increase in rainforest/lowland ranching in Central America in mid 1900s

· Most economical way to get beef into US

