Pam Lipka

Lesson Plan

Grade 5

Comparing Unlike Fractions 
Students will use fraction bars to explore models of fractions and determine associations between them.
Before
In small groups, students will be directed to use either their manipulatives (fraction bars) or draw (graph paper) to find different names for the fractions using different denominators. 

(NOTE – I tried to draw the fractions to show the measures but was using all my time drawing the squares and not writing the plan!)
a. 2/3    and                   4/6






(   (Line is supposed to be in the center)

b. ½ and 2/8

Have groups show, explain and share their reasoning.

During:

Think – Pair -- Share

Suppose you have ¼  and 3/8 –use manipulatives / graph paper to show how would you show these 2 fractions with  like denominators:  3/8 and ¼


Possible Response –( share students responses)

[image: image1]
After students explain reasoning – divide similar problems listed on the website below between students:  

http://www.homeschoolmath.net/ebooks/preview/Fractions_Adding_Subtracting_Unlike.pdf
After students have time to work through problems, volunteers can explain how the arrived at their answers.

After
Once groups have shared their results and class had a chance to share – students can “play” virtual manipulatives --

http://www.homeschoolmath.net/ebooks/preview/Fractions_Adding_Subtracting_Unlike.pdf
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