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Instructor:
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Office Phone: (410) 677 0276

Course Room: Room 118, Holloway Hall

Meeting Times: Wednesdays at 5:30 PM to 8:15 PM
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E-mail:  
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This syllabus contains important information about the course. You are requested to read it completely and carefully so that you know what to expect and what is required.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Despite our preoccupation with interstate war as a nation, the modern nation-state system continues to be plagued by violent conflict within states. This course will explore the various complexities of violent civil conflict, that which occurs between the state and non-state actors. The first part of the course will focus on the various factors contributing to the outbreak of civil wars as identified by scholars in the field of international relations. The second part of the course will explore the processes of civil war making resolution more or less difficult. Thirdly, we will discuss the consequences of contemporary civil wars. Finally, the course will analyze the various methods of resolution used for managing, transforming and resolving such conflicts. Readings in the course will draw from empirically based systematic studies, as well as various case studies. Each week students are expected to completed the assigned readings, and read approximately two or three related journal articles of the student’s choice from sources listed below. Weekly discussions will center on the readings and journal articles rather than lengthy lectures.

LEARNING OBJECTVIES:

1. Students will identify and critique the various factors thought to contribute to the outbreak of violent civil conflict;

2. Students will understand both the individual and group analysis of causes of civil wars;

3. Students will identify both state-level and international factors that result in civil wars;

4. Students will understand the various conflict processes during civil wars; 

5. Students will understand the various processes of civil conflict, making resolution more or less difficult;

6. Students will understand the various consequences of civil war;

7. Students will identify and evaluate the various methods of civil war resolution.
REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS

1. Olson-Lounsbery, M, and Pearson Frederic (2009). Civil Wars: Internal Struggles, Global Consequences. University of Toronto Press.

2. Gurr, Ted Robert (2000). People Versus States: Minorities at Risk in the New Century. United States Institute of Peace.

OPTIONAL READINGS:

1. Brown, Michael (ed.). 1996. The International Dimensions of Internal Conflict. the MIT Press.
2. Carment, David and Patrick James. 1998. Peace in the Midst of Wars. University of South Carolina.
3. Carment, David and Patrick James. 1997. Wars in the Midst of Peace. University of Pittsburgh Press.
4. Crocker, Chester A., Fen Osler Hampson, and Pamela Aall. 2005. Grasping the Nettle: Analyzing Cases of Intractable Conflict. United States Institute of Peace.
5. Gurr, Ted Robert. 1993. Minorities at Risk: A Global View of Ethnopolitical Conflicts. United States Institute of Peace.
6. Kaufman, Stuart. 2001. Modern Hatreds. Cornell University Press.
7. Kumar, Krishna, ed. 2001. Women and Civil War: Impact, Organizations, and Action. Lynne Reiner.
8. Licklider, Roy, ed. 1993. Stopping the Killing: How Civil Wars End. New York University Press.
9. Mansfield, Manus and Jack Snyder. 2004. Electing to Fight: Why Emerging Democracies Go to War. MIT Press.
10. Miall, Hugh, Oliver Ramsbotham, and Tom Woodhouse. 1999. Contemporary Conflict Resolution. Polity Press.
11. Regan, Patrick M. 2002. Civil Wars and Foreign Powers: Outside Intervention in Intrastate Conflict. University of Michigan Press.
12. Small, Melvin and J. David Singer. 1984. A Resort to Arms: International and Civil Wars, 1816-1980.
13. Sislin, John and Frederic S. Pearson. 2001. Arms and Ethnic Conflict. Rowman and Littlefield.
14. Stedman, Stephen and John Couzens, eds. 2002. Ending Civil Wars: The Implementation of Peace Agreements. Lynne Reiner.
15. Walter, Barbara F. 2002. Committing to Peace. Princeton University Press.
16. Walter, Barbara F. and Jack Snyder, ed. 1999. Civil Wars, Insecurity, and Intervention. Columbia University Press.
Academic Journals with a Scientific Focus:

Journal of Conflict Resolution

Journal of Peace Research

Conflict Management and Peace Science

International Studies Quarterly

International Interactions

Journals with a Speculative Focus:

World Policy Journal

SAIS Review

World Politics

International Organization

British Journal of International Studies

International Studies Review

Journals with a Policy Focus:

International Security

Foreign Affairs

Foreign Policy

Foreign Policy Analysis

Orbis

International Studies Perspectives 

GRADING CRITERIA
Grades will be assessed based on the following criteria:

Weekly Abstracts

35%

Class Participation 

15%

Case Study


50%

 

GRADING SCALE:
100-90 = A

89-80 = B

79-70 = C

69-60 = D

59 or below = F

WEEKLY ABSTRACTS

Each week, beginning September 27th, students will post an abstract from a data-based journal

article from 1998 or later. The abstract should be 1-2 pages and follow the format provided (which had been established first by Susan Jones and J. David Singer, 972, Beyond Conjecture in

International Politics, and continued by Brian H. Gibbs and J. David Singer, 1993, Empirical Knowledge on World Politics). An example will be distributed the first week. Students are free to choose which article they will abstract, but should attempt to stay on topic for the week. It is important to note that although students only need to abstract one article per week, they are required to read 1-2 others and introduce them when appropriate. Abstracts will be submitted each week along with a copy of the article. Article discussion should focus on the contribution of the research, as well as provide for a critical assessment of the material presented.
WEEKLY PARTICIPATION

This course is a graduate seminar. As such, students are expected to participate on a weekly

basis. Participation grades will be determined at the end of the semester using the following

guidelines:

· Raising and answering questions related to the assigned readings

· Sharing ideas and insights

· Pointing out relevant data

· Relating and synthesizing ideas of others

· Pointing out relationships to earlier discussions
· Helping others develop their ideas

· Integrating assigned readings with article postings

Students that do not attend and participate in 3 or more weeks of the course will fail

the course regardless of grades received on assignments.
For each week, there will be assigned readings, in addition to the journal readings. Students are

also encouraged to explore other sources listed in the syllabus, as well as readings on civil war

not on the list.

CASE STUDY ASSIGNMENT
Students will complete an 8-10 page case study using the conflict mapping approach of Paul Wehr (1979, Conflict Regulation), which can also be found in Wilmot and Hocker, 2000, Interpersonal Conflict. Students may choose any civil war on the war list provided. No two students may write on the same war, however. Expectations of the assignment will be discussed at length in the class. Case studies are due on December 1st.
COURSE LOGISTICS

This course is designed as a graduate seminar. In lieu of formal lectures, each week will involve

active discussion of the material. Students are encouraged to raise questions and participate by

introducing relevant material from their journal readings.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS AND INCOMPLETES

Late assignments will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances. Such circumstances must be discussed with the instructor as soon as possible. An incomplete grade (“I”) may be requested by a student in an emergency situation. If an incomplete is provided, however, assignments must be completed during the following semester. A signature from the instructor is required prior to the last regularly scheduled class. Faculty will not initiate “I” grades. They must assign a letter grade of “F” if a student has not filed an “I” Request Form and has not completed class assignments by the time grades are due. The School’s policy on the “I” grade designation is clearly stated in the Department Handbook and the School Catalog. For more information and the required form, contact Nichole Morton, the Program Management Specialist.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week One

August 30
	

	Week Two

September 6
	

	Week Three

September 13
	

	Week Four

September 20
	

	Week Five

September 27
	

	Week Six

October 4
	

	Week Seven

October 11
	

	Week Eight

October 18
	

	Week Nine

October 25
	

	Week Ten

November 1
	

	Week Eleven

November 8
	

	Week Twelve

November 15
	

	Week Thirteen

November 22
	

	Week Fourteen

November 29
	

	Week Fifteen

December 6
	

	Week Sixteen

December 13
	


PLEASE NOTE THAT THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ADJUST THE SCHEDULES AS THE NEED ARISES
ABSTRACTING ARTICLES:

I. 
Query – questions asked by the authors

II. 
Spatial-Temporal Domain – unit of analysis, time frame

III.
 Variables

a. Outcomes (Ys)

b. Predictors (Xs)

IV. 
Data Sources – where do they get their data?

V. 
Data Operations – conceptual and operational definitions of the variables

VI. 
Data Manipulations (if necessary) – description of data transformation (ex: using

time lags, or logs)

VII. 
Data Analysis – statistical method(s)

VIII.
 Findings

HOW TO READ ARTICLES:

Many students may have never received any formal training in how to obtain the most from

reading assignments in the least amount of time. The following guidelines may help:

· What is the author’s thesis (major point(s))?

· What are the major assumptions the author makes?

· What are the implications for research or practice?

· What are some important or useful concepts presented by the author?

· How does the reading relate to previous readings?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research?

· Are there alternative explanations for what the author proposes?

