Important Reading

Meaningful Differences, by Betty Hart & Todd Risley
                                          Paul Brookes Publishing

This is a must read for any educator. Describes the language interactions between Mothers and their children; professional mothers, blue collar mothers and welfare mothers. Documents the language experiences, the encouragements and discouragements in the interactions between parent and child.  Very solid research; comprehensive and longitudinal.  I also recommend this book to young mothers and fathers. 

How People Learn, by John Bransford, Ann Brown & Rodney
                                 Cocking, eds., from Committee on
                                Developments in the Sciences of Learning,

 This is the best book on learning that I have ever read!  John Bransford continues to do great work!  His book of twenty years ago , Human Cognition, remains a very important book.  For those of us interested in reading comprehension and the construction of meaning, Bransford provides us with a strong theoretical/research foundation. A highly readable book. You don’t have to have a strong background in cognitive theory to understand and appreciate this book.  How People Learn, would be an excellent book for a faculty Book club discussion.
Preparing Teachers for a Changing World, by Linda Darling- 

                                   Hammond & John Bransford, eds.
                                   National Academy of Education

                                   John Wiley & Sons

Just published in 2005. Thought provoking articles on a myriad of topics including; Educating Teachers for Developmentally Appropriate Practice, Teaching Subject Matter, Teacher Diverse Learners, How Teachers Learn and Develop, and many other excellent chapters. An important book for education leaders in K-12 schools and   university faculty of Colleges and Departments of Education.

What Struggling Readers Really Need by Sheila Valencia & ___
                                   Buly, in the Reading Teacher, Spring 04

Arguably the most important article published on literacy assessment in the past decade. The authors identify six profiles of struggling readers; all with very different instructional needs. You see all of these students in our Middle Schools. This article speaks to the futility of a “one size fits all” reading curriculum so prevalent in too many schools and found in too many federal & state mandates. You want to dramatically increase literacy performance in your schools. Begin by reading this article and then return to this article  and reread  every two months or so until it is fully ingrained in your thinking. If you are a classroom teacher, by all means share this article with your school principal and central office personnel! 
